
DOWNTOWN SCRANTON HILTON HOTEL  
AND CONFERENCE CENTER

OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Jewish Family Service

2016 INAUGURAL 
COMMUNITY RECOGNITION EVENT

June 8, 2016



Welcome

In 1915, concerned leaders in our community organized to coordinate 
the relief activities of all service organizations in existence in the Jewish 
community at the time and established an organization whose mission was 
of a philanthropic and charitable purpose and to improve the quality of life for 
individuals and families in the Jewish and general community.  This continues to 
be the mission of Jewish Family Service (JFS) today and our work still embodies 
this philosophy. 

Tonight we welcome you to our Inaugural Community Matters Event which 
celebrates the mission and vision of our organization.  JFS continues to 
strive to meet the needs of the community. Today hundreds of people turn 
to JFS every year to achieve well-being, health and stability. Clients come to 
our agency from multiple sources such as schools, physicians, psychiatrists, 
community mental health centers, the court system and from other clients 
who have benefitted from our services.  JFS addresses the clients concerns 
and collaborates with our community partners and funding sources to achieve 
the desired outcomes and improve family functioning.

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is one of the primary 
human service agencies in northeastern Pennsylvania whose mission seeks to 
enhance and strengthen the quality of individual, family and community life for 
all people in need and has been helping to make a positive difference serving 
both the Jewish and the broader community for over a century. We’re all in this 
together as we continue to help those in need, receive the help they deserve. 
JFS sits on the shoulders of many and with your support we can continue 
to make a positive difference in the lives of our friends and neighbors. A 
community is too heavy for anyone to carry alone.  JFS thanks you for helping 
us, help others.  

Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW  Jay Landau 
Executive Director                         President



Schedule

Community matters event Program 
June 8, 2016

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Silent Auction / hor d’oeuvres 

7:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.  Specialty Food Stations

7:45 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Welcome    Jay Landau, President

Why community matters Eric Weinberg
 Chair Resource & Development 

about our honorees  Gaynor Cawley   
 Former Democratic member   
 of the PA House of 
 Representatives

honoree remarks  Former Scranton Mayor Jim 
 and Susie Blum Connors

closing remarks  Sheila Nudelman Abdo 
 Executive Director

8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Dessert Reception 

Music provided by the Doug Smith Jazz Trio



commitment to community
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) has been 
there as a local human service organization serving both the 
Jewish and the broader community for almost 100 years helping 
people with real needs who need real support.

miSSion
Jewish Family Service is a human service organization, which 
reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and compassion for all 
people in need. Through professional counseling, advocacy and 
educational programming, our services seek to enhance and 
strengthen the quality of individual, family and community life.

obJectiveS & GoalS
• Help build strong and satisfying family life.

• Provide remedial and rehabilitative services to 
individuals and families whose healthy functioning  
is being threatened or already deteriorating.

• Promote and preserve the dignity, self-respect  
and independence of the individual to the fullest 
extent possible.

OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Jewish Family Service



Our 2016 Community Recognition Event 
honorees are former Scranton Mayor  

Jim and Susie Blum Connors.

Jim served as Mayor of Scranton from  
1990 – 2002, Susie was an educator in the  

Scranton school district for over 30 years and  
former Board President of JFS. 

Jim and Susie both currently serve on the 
 JFS Board of Directors.



Mental Health/ 
Counseling Services

Older Adult Services/  
Case Management 

Adult Guardianship of Person

Kosher Meals on Wheels

Mae S. Gelb Kosher Food Pantry

Holocaust Survivors Assistance

DentalCare Center

Financial Aid/Holiday Assistance

Family Life Education

ProGramS & ServiceS

To learn more please visit  
www.jfsnepa.org

OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Jewish Family Service



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sheila Nudelman Abdo, 
ACSW, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Nicole Friedman, LSW

COORDINATOR OF  
OLDER ADULT SERVICES

Marquerite Bushwick,  
LCSW, NCG

COORDINATOR OF MARKETING  
AND DEVELOPMENT

Arthur E. Levandoski

SECRETARY

Mary Harris 

SOCIAL WORKER
Don Minkoff, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Peter Dunford, LSW

(Part Time Evening)

 BUSINESS MANAGER

Susan Washko

MEDICAL BILLING AND  
SCHECULING SPECIALIST

Danielle Shearin

TYPING/RELIEF RECEPTIONIST
Anne Boland

EX-OFFICIO
Rabbi Yisroel Brotsky • Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine  

Rabbi Moshe Saks • Rabbi Daniel Swartz 

Dan Cardonick, Jewish Community Center

Mark M. Silverberg, Jewish Federation of NEPA

Ilise Rubinow, ACSW, Elan Gardens

Rabbi Samuel Sandhaus, MBA, The Jewish Home  

of Eastern Pennsylvania

OFFICERS
President

 Jay Landau

Vice Presidents
 Eric Weinberg

 Elliot Schoenberg
 Natalie Gelb

Secretary
 Sheila Cutler

Treasurer
 Seth S. Gross

BOARD
Esther Adelman
William Bender

Rabbi Marjorie Berman
Faye Bishop

James P. Connors
Susan Blum Connors

James Ellenbogen
Leah Gans

Dr. Daniel Ginsberg
Dr. Larry Grossinger

Janet Holland
David Kaplan
Beverly Klein
Leah Laury
Sara J. Levy
Iris Liebman
Dan Marcus

Margaret Nasser
Michael Noto
Molly Rutta

Larissa Schwass
Dr. Margaret Sheldon

Deirdre Spelman, ACSW
Dr. Janet Townsend

LIFE BOARD  
MEMBERS

Paul Alamar
Richard S. Bishop, Esq.

Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
Sheldon Goldstein

Seth S. Gross
Joel Joseph

Hon. Richard Lovenwirth
Barbara Nivert

Richard I. Schwartz
Alan Smertz

Paula Wasser

Staff



thank you to thoSe Who  
donated to our Silent auction

13 Olives

Alan’s Menswear

Alexander’s Spa and Salon

Artist Mark Webber

Birchwood Fitness

Boccardo Jewelers

Elk Mountain

Friedman’s

G. Weinberger Co.

Hez Studio

JCC Scranton

Jewelry Design by Phyllis Nissel

Lamar Advertising

Rebecca Minkoff

Sickler’s Bike and Sport Shop

Sullum’s Bridals of Olyphant

SWB Railriders

Temple Hesed 



The Jewish Federation 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania

Extends best wishes to

Jewish Family Service 

Mark Silverberg
Executive Director

Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania

601 Jefferson Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510
Telephone:  570-961-2300 ~  Fax:  570-346-6147

www.jfednepa.org



With respect and admiration,

Joanne aronsohn Monahan

Founder, the Joanne Aronsohn 
Monahan Foundation dba 

Stillflying.org 

“Helping seniors to soar!”



Your full-service printer with a 
commitment to customer service

Our impressions 
will sharpen  
your image.

570.654.4040 • 242 W. 8th St., West Wyoming, PA 18644 

www.IndependentGraphics.com

• Full-Service Printing • Fast Turnarounds
• Wide Format Posters • Digital Color

• B&W Copying • Direct Mail
• Variable Data • Fulfillment Bindery

Scan with your smart phone 
to visit our website!

Allied Services Integrated Health System 

congratulates Mayor Jim and Susie Connors 

and thanks Jewish Family Services for  

all its good work in the community!



© 2016 Cozen O’Connor 

 
600 attorneys | 24 offices | cozen.com

Michael J. Heller
President and   
Chief Executive Officer  
mheller@cozen.com 
215.665.4141

John P. Moses
Of Counsel  
jmoses@cozen.com 
570.970.8030

Abby L. Sacunas
Member   
asacunas@cozen.com 
215.665.4785

Vincent R. McGuinness Jr.
Managing Partner   
vmcguinness@cozen.com 
215.665.2097

Cozen O’Connor proudly supports the Jewish 
Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Thank you for everything you have done

Jim & Susie

And continue to do for our community

From your  good friends at



 

                McGRAIL MERKEL QUINN 
               & ASSOCIATES, P.C 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS 

1173 Clay Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania  18510        
Phone: (570) 961-0345 

 

Proud to support 

Jewish Family Services 
Congratulations 2016 honorees 

Former Scranton Mayor Jim  
and  Susie Blum Connors 

431 Lackawanna Avenue • Downtown Scranton
570.341.5250

a l e x a n d e r s s p a . c o m

SPA DAY IS MY  
FAVORITE DAY



VISIT US AT ANY OF OUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

NOW SERVING:  Lackawanna, Lehigh, Luzerne, Monroe, 

Montgomery, Susquehanna, Wayne & Wyoming Counties 

in Pennsylvania & Broome County, New York

We look forward to serving all of your banking needs...

psbt.com | 888 868 3858
Member 
FDIC

LIKE US
facebook.com/psbNEPA

FOLLOW US
@PeoplesSecurity

CONGRATULATIONS JIM AND SUSIE!
Lou and Barb Nivert

Aaron and Stacy Nivert
Rebecca and Thomas Tschampel



©2016 The PNC Financial Services Group, 
Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, 
National Association. Member FDIC

working together 
makes a 
community better.

©2016 The PNC Financial Services Group, 
Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, 
National Association. Member FDIC

working together 
makes a 
community better.

FROM
SCRANTON

EXPECT
MORE

FROM
SCRANTON

EXPECT
MORE

For more information call 1-888-SCRANTON 
or visit scranton.edu

Proud to support  
Jewish Family Service of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania 

Congratulates 2016 honorees  
Scranton Mayor Jim Connors  

Susie Blum Connors

Jewish Family Service Ad 2.5x4 BW.indd   1 6/1/16   10:36 AM

PROUD TO 
PROTECT 
YOUR  

FAMILIES.

Serving adults 18 and older. For help, 
call 800.344.7211· mycil.org 

The Center for Independent Living 
Congratulates JFS and 

The Connors



We honor 
those who paved the way.

We salute 
the dream keepers of today.

We encourage 
the leaders of tomorrow 
to keep the dream alive.

We honor 
those who paved the way.

We salute 
the dream keepers of today.

We encourage 
the leaders of tomorrow 
to keep the dream alive.



In Honor of 
Jim and Susie Blum Connors 

From Bev Klein

Friends oF JFs
Esther Adelman

Renee Schectman

Jeanne A. Bovard

Alan Goldstein

Dr. Jennifer M. Joyce

Ms. Rosalie W. Engelmyer

Ms. Dorothy Jablonka

Margaret M. Nasser

Claire Dubin & Family

Ruth Gelb

Molly Grossinger

Ellen Muzi



Congratulations 
JIMMY AND SUSIE

  ON THE JFS  
COMMUNITY MATTERS  

RECOGNITION!

THANK YOU  
FOR ALL YOU DO  
FOR OUR  AREA

Atty. Julia Munley

Congratulations 
Jim and Susie! 

Your recognition 
is well deserved!

Bill and Maureen Bender

Congratulations to  
a wonderful couple 
for all the things 
they do for JFS! 

Sheryl and Seth Gross
–Providing Wealth Management for Generations–

T: 1.800.373.3383  F: 570.823.3416 

www.riggsadvisors.com

Protecting assets,
 for generations to come.

At Riggs, our goal is simple.   

To protect and grow the significant financial assets of our clients  

to ensure our clients’ wealth endures for generations.



Congratulations 
Jim and Susie!

Best Wishes to  
JFS for a successful 

program and 
congratulations  

to Susie and  
Jim Connors 

— Gail and David Dickstein



Mayor David Wenzel  
& Janet Wenzel

Salute
Mayor Jim Connors  

& Susie Connors

Best Wishes
Alan and Laurel Glassman

 

 
“Serving the Community with Prompt, 

Professional Work” 

 

~SPECIALIZING IN~ 
COMPLETE COMMERICAL, 

INDUSTRIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING SERVICES 

 
 
 

(570) 488-6660 

FAX # (570) 488-5503 

P.O. BOX X                                               
WAYMART, PA 

The Pompey Automotive Group

Scranton Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram

Tunkhannock Automart /  
Scranton Collision Center

U.S. Representative
Matt Cartwright

Thomas and Betty 
Moreken



Congratulations 
and Best Wishes to 

JFS 
Faye and Richard Bishop

Congratulations 
from

Jimmie Ellenbogan

Congratulations
Susie and 

Jim Connors 
from Joanne Arduino and 
Ballet Theatre of Scranton

Congratulations
Jim & Susie

Your 
committment

to our 
community

is unsurpassed



Best Wishes to  
Jewish Family Service  

from 
 David Elliot Farms, Inc.

T hank you Susie and 

Jimmy for all that you 

do for our community! 
________

Eileen and David Feibus

Mim and Joel Joseph

Best Wishes Jim and Susie!

The Perfect Team 
to Represent Jewish 

Family Service!
Iris and Michael

 (570) 342-5242
350 Morgan Highway • Scranton

Congratulations
to Susie and Jim 

from 
Doug and Margaret Sheldon

Thank You 
Susie and Jim Connors  
for your dedication and  

service to the community.

Best Wishes from your 
“Pageturners” Friends



Patron Listings

Mr. & Mrs. Saul M. Levy

Marylu and Steven Eisner

Marv and Harriet Brotter

Sara J. Levy

Barbara Ehrenpreis

Jeanne Atlas

Kelly Smertz Tires

Anonymous

Dr. Gary Silverstein

Mackarey and Mackarey  
Physical Therapy Consultants, LLC

Citizens Savings Bank

Congratulations from the Js

Paula Wasser

Rabbi Marjorie Berman and Rabbi Daniel Swartz

Joyce & Don Douglass

Mutual of America 

Gayle and Michael Greenstein

Basya and Dan Marcus

Dierdre Spellman

Carlucci, Golden, DeSantis Funeral Home, Inc.

Alex Gans & Rowe Door Sales Co.

Tim and JoAnn Speicher

CaseCon Inc.

Larry and Charlotte Milliken



#COMMUNITYMATTERS

OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Jewish Family Service

www.jfsnepa.org

615 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 204
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510

(570) 344-1186


