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5th Annual 
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In 1915, concerned leaders in our community organized to coordinate 
the relief activities of all service organizations in existence in the 
Jewish community at the time and established an organization 
whose mission was of a philanthropic and charitable purpose and to 
improve the quality of life for individuals and families in the Jewish 
and general community.  This continues to be the mission of Jewish 
Family Service (JFS) today and our work still embodies this philosophy. 

Tonight we welcome you to our 5th Annual Community Matters Event 
which celebrates the mission and vision of our organization.  JFS continues 
to strive to meet the needs of the community. Today hundreds of people 
turn to JFS every year to achieve well-being, health, and stability. Clients 
come to our agency from multiple sources such as schools, physicians, 
psychiatrists, community mental health centers, the court system and from 
other clients who have benefitted from our services.  JFS addresses the 
clients’ concerns and collaborates with our community partners and funding 
sources to achieve the desired outcomes and improve family functioning.

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is one of the primary 
human service agencies in northeastern Pennsylvania whose mission 
seeks to enhance and strengthen the quality of individual, family, and 
community life for all people in need and has been helping to make a 
positive difference serving both the Jewish and the broader community 
for over a century. We’re all in this together as we continue to help those 
in need, receive the help they deserve. JFS sits on the shoulders of many 
and with your support we can continue to make a positive difference 
in the lives of our friends and neighbors. A community is too heavy 
for anyone to carry alone.  JFS thanks you for helping us, help others.  

Welcome

Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW 
Executive Director

Deirdre Spelman, ACSW 
President



Community Matters Event Program 
June 1, 2023 

 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 		  Silent Auction/ hor d’ oeuvres 
					     Specialty Food Stations 
						       
 
7:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Welcome	  		  Mike Washo 

Opening Remarks		  Deirdre Spelman, ACSW

About our Honoree	 Sara E. Solfanelli

Honoree Remarks		  Natalie Gelb

Closing Remarks		  Sheila Nudelman Abdo

8:00  p.m. – 9:00 p.m.		  Dessert Reception

Schedule

 
Music provided by  

Doug Smith Jazz Trio

Silent Auction concludes at 8:45 p.m.



Jewish Family Service has maintained the highest national 
standards of professional performance as required by the 

Council on Accreditation.

Accreditation

Jewish Family Service’s goal is to help build a strong and 
satisfying family life.  We seek to provide remedial and 
rehabilitative services to individuals and families whose 
functioning is being threatened or already deteriorating. 

Throughout the life cycle we will promote and preserve the 
dignity, self-respect, and independence of the individual to 

the fullest extent possible. 

Vision

Jewish Family Service is a human service organization 
which reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and 

compassion for all people in need. Through professional 
counseling, advocacy, and educational programming, our 

services seek to enhance and strengthen the quality of 
individual, family, and community life.

Mission

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) 
is a local human service organization serving both the 

Jewish and broader community for over 100 years helping 
people with real needs who need real support.

About JFS



Mental Health/ Counseling Services 
JFS provides confidential, professional counseling services for 

families, couples, individuals and families experiencing  
challenges in their daily life.

Older Adult Services/ Case Management
Promoting and preserving the dignity and self respect of  
aging individuals by assisting them and their families in  

making choices that foster maximum levelof  
independence in their daily living.

Adult Guardianship of Person
Providing guardianship of person service to those individuals 

who have been determined by the court to be incapacitated and 
no longer able to make their own life decisions. Guardianship is 

provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Kosher Meals on Wheels
Kosher Meals on Wheels provides adequate well-balanced 
meals delivered by JFS volunteers to individuals who need  

assistance preparing meals forthemselves.

Mae S. Gelb Food Pantry
Established in January 2001, was developed to provide  

assistance with food and other necessary household items to 
families and individuals during times of significant  

financial stress. 

Financial Aid / Holiday Assistance
Short-term financial assistance for rent, utilities, food or other  

emergency needs is provided for individuals and families  
experiencing financial difficulties.

Programs & Services



Natalie Gelb was the Executive 
Director of the Lackawanna Her-
itage Valley Authority (LHVA) 
from 2004 until her retirement 
in 2017.  During her tenure, she 
created and served as Executive 
Director of Heritage Valley Part-
ners, Inc. (HVP). Natalie was in-
strumental in the development of 
the Lackawanna River Heritage 
Trail system. 
 
Born and raised in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, she is a graduate 

of Scranton Central High School and the University of Maryland, 
where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and History, 
magna cum laude. She also was a licensed NASD Registered Rep-
resentative and holds designations as a Certified Life Underwriter 
(CLU) and Long Term Care Professional (LTCP.) 

Natalie is currently a member of the Boards of Keystone College, 
Jewish Family Service, Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, Women in Philanthropy, and is a facilitator for the Holocaust 
Symposium. Natalie was recognized as the “Women of Excellence” 
at the SAGE Awards of the Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
and has received the Margaretta Belin Chamberlin Award of the 
Scranton Area Foundation, and the Soapbox Award from the Gift of 
Life Foundation for her work promoting Organ Donation. 
 
Natalie is inspired by her partner, Mike Washo, her children David, 
Robert, and Sara Solfanelli,  her son-in-law, Aidan Sullivan, and her 
grandchildren, Joey, Robby, and Jenny Solfanelli. 

2023 Honoree

Natalie Gelb



Prior to law school, Sara was a 
director at Women’s Campaign 
International (WCI), where she 
developed an undergraduate 
course at University of 
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg 
School focused on WCI’s work 
to empower women in emerging 
democracies. After law school, she 
clerked for the first woman justice 
of the New Hampshire Supreme 
Court. Sara practiced law in Boston 
before joining Schulte Roth & 
Zabel LLP as an associate in the 

employment and employee benefits practice group in 2007.
 
From 2011 to 2017, Sara served as a global HR Director for media 
and advertising agencies, as well as SVP, Counsel for the Americas, 
at WPP Group, the world’s largest marketing communications 
network. In 2017, Sara transitioned to public service full-time 
and joined the Urban Justice Center as Chief Operating Officer 
and General Counsel, where she helped launch the Social Justice 
Accelerator, which incubates start-up and early-stage nonprofits.

Sara’s passion to protect the rights of the underserved has guided 
her career. She helped start and has been instrumental in the 
success of Foundation Rwanda, which has funded the education of 
more than 830 children born from sexual assaults during the 1994 
genocide against the Tutsi. Sara is also on the board of Stand Up! 
Girls and Community Resource Exchange and volunteers her time to 
mentor the next generation of advocates and change-makers.

Guest Speaker

Sara E. Solfanelli



Special Musical Guest



Pat Barnes 
Austin Burke 

Boccardo Jewelers 
Ralph J. Caputo 

Comics on the Green 
Cooper’s Seafood House 

Jeff D’Angelo 
Krisiak Chiropractic
Lamar Advertising  

Mount Airy Casino & Resort 
Cindy Pearl 

Rebecca Minkoff 
Sandlot Baseball Academy 

Scranton JCC
Alan and Gary Smertz 

Deirdre Spelman 
Lou Shapiro 

SWB Railriders 
Dr. Nancy Willis

Thank You to Those 
Who Donated to Our 

Silent Auction



Proud to support 

Jewish Family Service of NEPA

and

Congratulations

 Natalie Gelb

Well deserved recognition of an  
extraordinary individual for all  

her contributions and dedication to 
what matters in our Community. 

 

Thank you Natalie, for all your efforts. 







MAZEL TOV &
KOL HAKAVOD

for a well-earned
recognition as an
outstanding
community leader,

NATALIE
GELB

Jewish FederationJewish Federation
OF NORTHEASTERN PAOF NORTHEASTERN PA

J E W I S H N E P A . O R GJ E W I S H N E P A . O R G



Congratulations 
Natalie!  
From The  

Nivert Family



Congratulations  
Natalie 

Jim and Patty 
Alperin

Salute your  
Lifetime of Dedication  

to our Community



Our goal is to
Secure Your Success.

You invest time, energy and passion in your business, career and family life. 
We return insight, intelligence and laser-sharp, family-focused asset  

management. Our commitment is rooted in our shared history  
with you—the history that knows what it means to grow a business  

from the ground up, with family, for family.

We are rewarded by helping you secure and grow the worth of the generations 
before you and those that will come after. We believe this focus serves your 

best interests. In fact, we founded our company on this very principle in 1990. 
It worked then. It works now.

You Invest. We Return.

securing the worth of generations

2 Newberry Estates, Dallas, Pennsylvania 18612
t: 1.570.823.3383      |      f: 570.823.3416      |      www.riggsadvisors.com



Sally and Peter
Bohlin

With Much  
Love and Admiration  

For All You Do.





We also believe
“Community Matters.”

Saluting Natalie Gelb for paving
the way to a better community.

P & W/WASHO
Paving • Excavating • Seal Coating

Natalie, so proud you 
are recognized as

an outstanding 
community leader.

You epitomize 
Albert Einstein’s quote:

- Mike aka Mickey

“Only a life lived
for others is a

life worthwhile.”



Congratulations Natalie!

Kelley, Polishan & Solfanelli, LLC
Attorneys at Law

www.kelleypolishan.com 

©2023 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 1221-018-1951005

At PNC, we’re proud to celebrate Jewish Family Service of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania for making our community an even better place to be. Thank you 
for all you’ve done and all that we know you plan to do.

Every day, you prove what being 
a good neighbor is all about.



Congratulations, Natalie.   
As a devoted volunteer and  
professional, you have made  

Northeastern Pennsylvania a better place.   
 

I am delighted that your years of  
leadership are being recognized tonight.

Alex J. Hazzouri

PROUD to SUPPORT
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE of

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
and

CONGRATULATES HONOREE
NATALIE GELB !

•
  A

 C
AT

HOLIC & J E S U IT UNIVERSITY  •

F O U N D E D  I N  1 8 8 8

The University of Scranton

For more information call 1.888.SCRANTON or visit scranton.edu

WE’VE GOT THE KEYS TO YOUR SUCCESS.



In Honor of 
Natalie Gelb

and the Staff & Board of JFS
for all that they do for our community.

Dovid Yehudah & Gila Fink
Natan & Rebecca Fink 

 
 



 
Thanks to Natalie,  

For All You Have Done For  
The Community  

 
Doug and Margaret Sheldon 

 
 

“The smallest act of kindness is worth 
more than the grandest intention.” 

- Oscar Wilde

Congratulations, Natalie!



Natalie, 
Congratulations on such  
a well-deserved honor!   

We are so grateful for all you do for our 
community and us.   

Sending love and gratitude.
Amber, Liz, Jennifer, Mary, Emi,  

Jess, Megan & Heather 
 

Allied Services is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is bringing you back to the life you love. 

When you choose Allied Services, you choose 
the opportunity for success. Ask your physician 
to make Allied Services your partner in a
successful recovery.

Congratulations
Natalie Gelb 

Thank you for your leadership 
and service to the community.



Highmark is proud to support
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Congratulations to this year's honoree,
Natalie Gelb!

You lead. You inspire. You change lives.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

HIGHMARKBCBS.COM



www.keystone.edu 
1-800-842-2764

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(570)961-0345     www.mmq.com 

 
Proud to support 

Jewish Family Services 

Congratulations 2023 honoree 

Natalie Gelb 

So proud of
you, Natalie, 
for all you do.

Michael & Alex
Mimi & Austin
Martha & Jamie

Wishing we could be
there to honor you!



 
 
 

Mazel tov on a well 
deserved honor, 

Marylu and  
Steven Eisner

 
 

Congratulations  
Natalie! 

  
John and  

Mary Cognetti 
 

 
Congratulations Natalie 
on making a difference 

in our community!

 
 

        
1814 Main Street,  
Blakely, PA 18447

CapezioRealty.com                     
 570-489-7000 

http://www.CapezioRealty.com


TEMPLE HESEDTEMPLE HESED

MAZEL
TOV

NATALIE

 
Congratulations!  

 
 

Gary Davis 
 

 
Congratulations  

Natalie!  
 

Gary and Marian 
Beckhorn

TEL :  570.488.6660  FAX: 570.488.5503
P.O. BOX X • WAYMART,  PA  

“SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
WITH PROMPT, 

PROFESSIONAL WORK”

SPECIALIZING IN

COMPLETE COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SERVICES



 
To Natalie -  

the woman with  
that friendly city 

heart!

Gail Dickstein

 
L’Chaim

Daniel Bubnis
& 

Dr. Timothy Legg 
 

 

Congratulations  
Natalie!  

 
Howard & Elizabeth 

Rothenberg  
 



Congratulations to  
Natalie on receiving 
this well deserved  

honor for her service 
to the community and 
Jewish Family Service.

 

Howard and Cindy Kaufman 

 
Natalie,  

Congratulations  
and all the  

best wishes!  
 

Sheryl & Seth Gross 
 

 

Congratulations  
to Natalie Solfanelli

who always helps
make a difference in  

our Community

Faye and  
Richard Bishop 

 

A WELL DESERVED 
HONOR 

FOR AN  
EXTRAORDINARY 

PERSON 

Susan and  
Rick Jacobson 



Congratulations!
Margery, Robert and 

Faye Rosenberg

Rosenberg Charitable 
Foundation

 
 

Congratulations  
Natalie  

On This Well  
Deserved Honor 

  
Love Iris and Mike 

 

Dr. & Mrs.  
Jeremiah W. Eagen   

extend our  
congratulations to 

Natalie Gelb for being 
selected as the  

Community Matters 
2023 Honoree. 

 

Heartfelt  
Congratulations  

to Natalie  
- of big heart and  

bigger contribution  
to Northeast PA.

Tim Bunner and  
Jonathan Vipond III



GINADER, JONES & CO., LLP
Certified Public Accountants

& Consultants

1 Highlands Boulevard, Suite 201

Archbald, PA  18403

(570) 347-3377

edavis@ginaderjones.com
Mike Lawrence, CPA

Eric Davis, CPA

Susan Lawrence, CPA

A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

FOR OUR CURRENT AND FUTURE CLIENTS





Congratulations  
Natalie!  

Well Deserved!  
Patt Taylor and  
Don Bernstein

Congratulations  
Natalie!  

Bill and Angela  
Davison

Congratulations  
Natalie!  

Well Deserved!  
Julia Munley

Mazel Tov, Natalie!  We are 
grateful for all you do for our  
community and our world! 

May you continue from  
strength to strength!  
Rabbis Daniel Swartz  
and Marjorie Berman

Congratulations, Natalie, 
and thank you for all you 

do for our community.  
Eric, Angela, Jacob, and 

Reece Weinberg

 

Congratulations 
from  

Joe and Fran  
Garvey

The JCC staff & Board of Directors
sends warm wishes & congratulations to

Natalie Gelb



 
Congratulations 

from Mark Stahller

 

Congratulations!

Donald and  
Joyce Douglass

Congratulations!

Saul and Sharon
Levy

Congratulations!

Mary Rhodes

Congratulations!

Kathleen C. Graff



In Honor of  
Natalie Gelb!

Midge and Rob 
Cavalieri

Congratulations!

Judge Jim and 
Wendy Gibbons

 

I wish to congratulate my 
cousin, Natalie, upon receiv-
ing this prestigious award. It 

is an award well-earned.
Ina Miller Lidsky

Congratulations!

Karen M. Murphy

d

Congratulations,
Natalie Gelb!

The Durkin
Family

Congratulations
Natalie!

The Bosley Family FFLLYYNNNN
Paid for by Friends of Marty Flynn 

FLYNN

SENATOR



Congratulations!

Susan Belin

So Proud of my  
Dear Niece Natalie.

Love Aunt Ruth

Congratulations  
Natalie!  

Well Deserved!  
Congressman

Matt Cartwright
 

Congratulations  
to the most loved 

‘Pit Bull’ in all of PA!

With Love, 
Thom Welby

“In loving Memory of  
Jonathan William Rosenstein”

minookasubaru.com



 
David M. Bachman, M.D. 

Rosemary and Jim Bell 
Leonid Boguslavsky 

Jim and Susie Blum Connors 
Barbara Ehrenpreis 

David and Susan Gelb Porter
Dr. Daniel and Sandra Ginsberg 

Nancy Guimento 
Gerrity’s the Fresh Grocer 
Scott and Susan Herlands 

Alexander Kushner 
Carol and Jeff Leventhal 

Maggie Niles 
Lyudmila Yemelyanenko 

Thank You to the Following Donors 
Esther Adelman 

Dorothy Jablonka 
Jennifer Novak 

Patron Listings



Staff
Board of Directors 

Deirdre Spelman (President) 
Dr. Dan Ginsberg (1st VP) 

Dr. Margaret Sheldon (2nd VP) 
Nancy Johnson (3rd VP)
Louis Nivert (Treasurer) 

Susan Blum Connors (Secretary)
Gary Beckhorn 

Daniel A. Bubnis    
Dovid Yehudah Fink    

Natalie Gelb    
Leah Laury    

Michael Mardo    
Paulette Okun    

Jamy Rosenstein    
Elliot Schoenberg    
Dr. Nancy Willis 

Ex-Officio Board Members 
Rabbi Alex Hecht    

Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine    
Rabbi Daniel Swartz     
Rabbi Miriam Spitzer

Dan Cardonick  
Daniel Chejfec  

Mary Rose Applegate 
Brittany Elko

Life Board Members 
Richard S. Bishop, Esq.    
Susan Blum Connors    

Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
Seth S. Gross    

Hon. Richard Lovenwirth    
Barbara Nivert

Richard I. Schwartz    
Alan Smertz  
Paula Wasser 
Eric Weinberg

Sheila Nudelman Abdo 
Executive Director

Don Minkoff 
Social Worker

Marquerite Bushwick 
Social Worker

Peter Dunford 
Social Worker

Lorrie Loughney 
Older Adult Services

Michele Breese 
Medical Billing

Heather Greene 
Business Manager

Barbara Eagen 
Administrative Assistant

Arthur E. Levandoski 
Marketing and Development



615 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 204 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510 

(570) 344-1186 
www.jfsnepa.org

#COMMUNITYMATTERS

sponsored in part by


