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In 1915, concerned leaders in our community organized to coordinate 
the relief activities of all service organizations in existence in the 
Jewish community at the time and established an organization 
whose mission was of a philanthropic and charitable purpose and to 
improve the quality of life for individuals and families in the Jewish 
and general community.  This continues to be the mission of Jewish 
Family Service (JFS) today and our work still embodies this philosophy. 

Tonight we welcome you to our 6th Annual Community Matters Event 
which celebrates the mission and vision of our organization.  JFS continues 
to strive to meet the needs of the community. Today hundreds of people 
turn to JFS every year to achieve well-being, health, and stability. Clients 
come to our agency from multiple sources such as schools, physicians, 
psychiatrists, community mental health centers, the court system and from 
other clients who have benefited from our services.  JFS addresses the clients’ 
concerns and collaborates with our community partners and funding 
sources to achieve the desired outcomes and improve family functioning.

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is one of the primary 
human service agencies in northeastern Pennsylvania whose mission 
seeks to enhance and strengthen the quality of individual, family, and 
community life for all people in need and has been helping to make a 
positive difference serving both the Jewish and the broader community 
for over a century. We’re all in this together as we continue to help those 
in need, receive the help they deserve. JFS sits on the shoulders of many 
and with your support we can continue to make a positive difference 
in the lives of our friends and neighbors. A community is too heavy 
for anyone to carry alone.  JFS thanks you for helping us, help others.  

Welcome

Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW 
Executive Director

Dr. Daniel Ginsberg 
President



Community Matters Event Program 
June 19, 2024 

 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.   Silent Auction 
     Specialty Food Stations 
       
 
7:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Welcome    Chris DiMattio

Opening Remarks  Dr. Daniel Ginsberg

About our Honoree Dr. Marilyn Weisberg Deutsch 

Honoree Remarks  Dr. Margaret Sheldon

Closing Remarks  Sheila Nudelman Abdo

8:00  p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Dessert Reception

Schedule

 
Music provided by  

Doug Smith Jazz Trio

Silent Auction concludes at 8:15 p.m.



Jewish Family Service has maintained the highest national 
standards of professional performance as required by the 

Council on Accreditation.

Accreditation

Jewish Family Service’s goal is to help build a strong and 
satisfying family life.  We seek to provide remedial and 
rehabilitative services to individuals and families whose 
functioning is being threatened or already deteriorating. 

Throughout the life cycle we will promote and preserve the 
dignity, self-respect, and independence of the individual to 

the fullest extent possible. 

Vision

Jewish Family Service is a human service organization 
which reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and 

compassion for all people in need. Through professional 
counseling, advocacy, and educational programming, our 

services seek to enhance and strengthen the quality of 
individual, family, and community life.

Mission

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) 
is a local human service organization serving both the 

Jewish and broader community for over 100 years helping 
people with real needs who need real support.

About JFS



Mental Health/ Counseling Services 
JFS provides confidential, professional counseling services for 

families, couples, individuals and families experiencing  
challenges in their daily life.

Older Adult Services/ Case Management
Promoting and preserving the dignity and self respect of  
aging individuals by assisting them and their families in  

making choices that foster maximum levelof  
independence in their daily living.

Adult Guardianship of Person
Providing guardianship of person service to those individuals 

who have been determined by the court to be incapacitated and 
no longer able to make their own life decisions. Guardianship is 

provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Kosher Meals on Wheels
Kosher Meals on Wheels provides adequate well-balanced 
meals delivered by JFS volunteers to individuals who need  

assistance preparing meals forthemselves.

Mae S. Gelb Food Pantry
Established in January 2001, was developed to provide  

assistance with food and other necessary household items to 
families and individuals during times of significant  

financial stress. 

Financial Aid / Holiday Assistance
Short-term financial assistance for rent, utilities, food or other  

emergency needs is provided for individuals and families  
experiencing financial difficulties.

Programs & Services



Margaret Vogel Sheldon was 
born and raised in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, where her parents 
were both deeply involved in 
community organization. She 
graduated from Bryn Mawr Col-
lege with a degree in physics and 
earned a Ph.D. in biophysics at 
the University of Chicago. While 
in Chicago, she met and married 
her husband, Douglas Sheldon. 

From 2010-2012 she served as 
president of the The Jewish Fed-
eration of NEPA and is currently 
on their executive board and 
chairs their investment commit-

tee.  She is also the past president of the Scranton Chapter of Hadas-
sah, Temple Israel and Webster Towers and continues to serve on 
the boards of The Federation, Webster Towers, Elan Skilled Nursing 
and Rehab, Temple Israel and the Foundation for the Jewish Elderly 
of Eastern Pennsylvania. 
 
Margaret first became aware of JFS through the Federation Young 
Leadership Program. Years later, she became a board member, and 
became more involved as the chair of the investment committee. She 
is currently a vice president on the executive board.  
 
Today she also assists with vegetable and flower gardens at The 
Sheldon family farm in Susquehanna County and supports her hus-
band’s activities in establishing conservation practices on their prop-
erty as well as his participation in the Susquehanna Forest Landown-
er’s Association and the advisory committee to the Florence Shelley 
Preserve. 

Finally, Margaret and Doug are proud of their greatest accomplish-
ment: raising three wonderful sons, Joshua, Brian and Daniel. They, 
their spouses Jaewon (B) and Heather (D), and children Elizabeth & 
Abigail (J), Connor & Derek (B) and Lily & Anna (D) are active mem-
bers of the communities where they live. 

2024 Honoree
Dr. Margaret Sheldon



Dr. Marilyn Weisberg Deutsch, 
born and raised in Philadelphia, 
moved to Scranton in 1981 after 
she and her late husband, Henri, 
completed their doctorates in 
Clinical Psychology. Marilyn 
immediately embraced the 
Scranton Community. Aside 
from being in private practice, 
developing and teaching courses 
at Marywood University and Penn 
State Worthington campus, she was 
active in several local and national 
non-profit organizations. 

 
While in Scranton, she was on the Board of Directors at Jewish 
Family Service, Elan Gardens, Temple Hesed, The Jewish Home, 
Scranton Counseling Center, Easter Seals, Head Start, and founded 
The Lupus Foundation of NEPA, and The Autoimmune Center. She 
was a “regular” on WHYY Ask the Doctor Program, did parenting 
programs for Catholic TV, and was the consulting psychologist for 
The Lackawanna County Child Sexual Abuse Team, School Districts, 
United Cerebral Palsy and The Commonwealth Medical School. 

Currently, aside from babysitting for her newborn grandchild, 
Marilyn is on Staff at The Rector Clinical Skills Center at Thomas 
Jefferson Medical School, and volunteers as a Hospital Clown at 
Jefferson Hospital and St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children.

Guest Speaker
Dr. Marilyn Weisberg Deutsch 



Special Musical Guest



Alan’s Menswear 
Actors Circle at Providence Playhouse 

Pat Barnes 
Austin Burke

BarkBox 
Ralph J. Caputo

Chipotle Mexican Grill
Warren Cox 

Comics on the Green 
Jeff D’Angelo

Davinci on the Square 
Diva Theater at the Olde Brick

Gertrude Hawk Chocolates 
Lamar Advertising  

Mount Airy Casino & Resort
Oriental Trading 

Cindy Pearl 
Rebecca Minkoff 

Scranton JCC 
SWB Railriders 

Dr. Nancy Willis
Wegmans

Thank You to Those 
Who Donated to Our 

Silent Auction



 
 
 

Congratulations 
on your lifetime

of support to 
those in need.

All the Best! 

Chris and Ann DiMattio



Congratulations 
Margaret!  
From The  

Nivert Family



 
 

Congratulations to  
Dr. Margaret Sheldon  
on your community  
recognition award.   

Your intellect, dedication  
and commitment to  

Jewish organizations in NEPA 
have been extraordinary  

and life-changing to  
many individuals  

served by JFS.

Marilyn, Jonathan, Justin 
Deutsch and families.



 
 

Congratulations 

Jewish Family Service  
of Northeastern Pennsylvania
for providing very-needed  

human services to area residents 
for more than a century.

Our thanks to  
JFS for honoring  

our wife/mother/grandmother
Margaret Sheldon

The Sheldon Family



Congratulations  
Margaret 

Jim and Patty 
Alperin

Salute your  
Lifetime of Dedication  

to our Community



CONGRATULATIONS  
MARGARET 
From 
Dr. Michael J. O’Donnell and 
Dr. Gregg A. Severs



In Honor of  

Margaret Sheldon  

for her outstanding 

commitment to  

Jewish Family Service  

and our entire community. 

 

Laurel and Alan Glassman



Visit us online at elanseniorlife.org.

The staff and board of directors of Jewish
Senior Life and the Elan family of non-profit
communities congratulates Dr. Sheldon on
this well-deserved recognition. Thank you for
making a difference for so many in our region
through your years of dedicated service!

1101 Vine Street  - Scranton, PA 
570-344-6177

465 Venard Road - S. Abington Twp., PA
570- 585-4400

500 N. Webster Avenue - Scranton, PA 
570-342-7086



“In honor of  
Dr. Margaret Sheldon  
for selfless dedication  

to our community,  
best exemplifying  

the American way of life”





 

 

 

 

PPrroouuddllyy 
ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  

oouurr  





Mazel Tov  
on such a 
Great Honor! 
Cantor & 
Mila Aronzon



Harold & Nancy Kaplan 
Foundation

“In honor of  
Dr. Margaret Sheldon”



When our communities thrive, 
we all thrive.

We’re proud to recognize the people who help make our 
community an even better place to call home by making a 
real difference, every day.

©2024 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
CON PDF 1221-018-1951005

pnc.com

Highmark is proud to support
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Congratulations to this year's honoree,
Dr. Margaret Sheldon!

You aspire. You dream. You accomplish.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

HIGHMARKBCBS.COM



 
 

To a Shining Star!

Sondra and Morey 
Myers



Congratulations
Jewish Family Service on 
your continuing service,  

unequalled in our  
community. 

 
May you continue to have 

much success for many, 
many years to come!



Congratulations
Margaret!



In Honor of 
Dr. Margaret Sheldon

and the Staff & Board of JFS
for all that they do for our community.

Dovid Yehudah & Gila Fink
Natan & Rebecca Fink 

 
 

PROUD to SUPPORT
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE of

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
and

CONGRATULATES HONOREE
DR. MARGARET SHELDON!

•
  A

 C
AT

HOLIC & J E S U IT UNIVERSITY  •

F O U N D E D  I N  1 8 8 8

The University of Scranton

For more information call 1.888.SCRANTON or visit scranton.edu

WE’VE GOT THE KEYS TO YOUR SUCCESS.



 
Thank you, Margaret, for dedicating  

your many talents to our community. 

 
Creative * Analytical * Practical

Natalie Gelb and Mike Washo

 
Dear Margaret, 

You Have Our Utmost Respect.

Eileen & Dave Fiebus



 

“Congratulations
to a well-deserved 

Honoree” 
 

JERRY
WEINBERGER

 

Congratulations
Margaret!

From your friends at
Jason Farmer  
Photography



 
 
 

Congratulations, Dr. Sheldon
on your recognition as a 

valued Community Leader 

~ Matthew & Susan Berger ~



 
Congratulations  

Margaret!  
 

Gary and Marian 
Beckhorn

“In loving  
Memory of  
Jonathan  
William  

Rosenstein”

 

INDEPENDENT 
GRAPHICS  

AD 
LOCATION

size upgrade :)



TEL :  570.488.6660  FAX: 570.488.5503
P.O. BOX X • WAYMART,  PA  

“SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
WITH PROMPT, 

PROFESSIONAL WORK”

SPECIALIZING IN

COMPLETE COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SERVICES

GINADER, JONES & CO., LLP
Certified Public Accountants

& Consultants

1 Highlands Boulevard, Suite 201

Archbald, PA  18403

(570) 347-3377

edavis@ginaderjones.com
Mike Lawrence, CPA

Eric Davis, CPA

Susan Lawrence, CPA

A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

FOR OUR CURRENT AND FUTURE CLIENTS

Mutual of America Financial Group is proud to 
sponsor the 6th Annual Community Matters Event. 

Thank you for helping 
our families, friends  
and neighbors.



 
Margaret,  

Congratulations  
and all the  

best wishes!  
 

Sheryl & Seth Gross 
 

 

Congratulations  
Dr. Margaret Sheldon 

Making a difference in  
our Community

Faye and  
Richard Bishop 

 

Amos Lodge  

B’NAI B’RITH  

is proud of  

Dr. Margaret Sheldon 

for all she has done 

and continues to  

do to make our  

community better. 
 

 
Congratulations  

Margaret! 

Matthew &
Denise Sellers

 



 
 

Congratulations  
Margaret  

For This Well  
Deserved Honor 

  
Iris and Mike 

 

In Honor of 
Dr. Margaret Sheldon 

 
Dennis L. Allen, MD

Congratulations 
Margaret! 

George and Elaine Kaiser

In Honor of  
Dr. Sheldon
Russel and Jane 

Greene

Well Deserved! 

Dr. Daniel &  
Sandra Ginsberg

Congratulations 
Margaret! 

Jim & Vera James

Congratuations 
Margaret



The JCC staff & Board of Directors
sends warm wishes & congratulations to

Natalie Gelb

Mazel Tov!
Daniel Bubnis

& 
Dr. Timothy Legg

Congratulations!

Saul and Sharon
Levy

Olivia House 
Airbnb

570.727.2737
570.396.1740

Wanda Rockwell, Host

Mark Berger
Fairview Monument Co.

 117 State Route 435
Elmhurst Twp. Pa.  18444

570.344.2901 or 570.842.6300
Fax 570.842.3700    Cell 570.840.2325  

www.FairviewMonument.com

 Congratulations to a  
 wonderful friend of  
 many years!

Sue and Tom

 Congratulations  
to Dr. Margaret Sheldon 

for your well-deserved honor 

 Steven & Marylu Eisner

Congratulations
Margaret on this 

Well-Deserved Honor 
Joyce and Don Douglass

Dr. Margaret Sheldon



In Honor of 
Dr. Margaret Sheldon 

 
John Reynolds

Congratulations!

James Sullenberger

Congratulations!

Dr. Matthew and 
Mrs. Jessica Parry

 Margaret ,  
 Thanks for all you do      
 for the community. 
 
 Sincerely ,
 Your forever neighbors

 
Ken and Dale Miller

In Honor of
Dr. Margaret Sheldon

 
Juliet M Vogel



 
Brucelli Advertising 

Randall and Susan Brundage 
Gary S. Davis 

Polly and Kevin Donovan 
Jean Fairfield 

Reid K. Fitzsimons and Patricia K. Huenemoerder 
Roberta & Kenzie Flynn 

Jo-Ellen Greene 
Angela Lambert 

Alan and Helen Longacre 
David and Dorothy Jablonka 

Colette Jesikiewicz 
Corinne V. O’Donnell 

Meals on Wheels of NEPA 
Dr. John and Elizabeth Mercuri 

Rabbi Miriam T. Spitzer 
Marcia Ufberg 

Tova and Jay Weiss

Patron Listings



Board of Directors 
Dr. Dan Ginsberg (President) 
Dr. Margaret Sheldon (1st VP) 

Nancy Johnson (2nd VP)
Louis Nivert (Treasurer) 

Susan Blum Connors (Secretary)
Gary Beckhorn 

Daniel A. Bubnis    
Dovid Yehudah Fink    

Natalie Gelb    
Leah Laury    

Michael Mardo    
Dale K. Miller    

Jamy Rosenstein    
Elliot Schoenberg    
Dr. Nancy Willis 

Ex-Officio Board Members 
Rabbi Alex Hecht    

Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine    
Rabbi Daniel Swartz     
Rabbi Miriam Spitzer

Dan Cardonick  
Daniel Chejfec  
Brittany Elko

Brian C. Coulthard

Life Board Members 
Richard S. Bishop, Esq.    
Susan Blum Connors    

Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
Seth S. Gross    

Hon. Richard Lovenwirth    
Barbara Nivert

Richard I. Schwartz    
Alan Smertz  

Deirdre Spelman, ACSW 
Eric Weinberg

Sheila Nudelman Abdo 
Executive Director

Don Minkoff 
Social Worker

Marquerite Bushwick 
Social Worker

Peter Dunford 
Social Worker

Lorrie Loughney 
Older Adult Services

Michele Breese 
Medical Billing

Heather Greene 
Business Manager

Barbara Eagen 
Administrative Assistant

Arthur E. Levandoski 
Marketing and  
Development

Kimberly Kramer, LSW 
Social Worker



615 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 204 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510 

(570) 344-1186 
www.jfsnepa.org

#COMMUNITYMATTERS


