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Commitment to Community
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) 
has been there as a local human service organization 
serving both the Jewish and the broader community for 
over 100 years helping people with real needs who need 
real support.

Mission
Jewish Family Service is a human service organization, 
which reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and 
compassion for all people in need. Through professional 
counseling, advocacy and educational programming, our 
services seek to enhance and strengthen the quality of 
individual, family and community life.

Objectives & Goals
• Help build strong and satisfying family life.

• Provide remedial and rehabilitative 
services to individuals and families whose 
healthy functioning is being threatened or 
already deteriorating.

• Promote and preserve the dignity, 
self-respect and independence of the 
individual to the fullest extent possible.
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From the  

Executive Director & President

Much has changed since our establishment in 1915, but the core of our mission 
remains the same. JFS is here to make sure that no one must face their difficult 
moments alone.    Each year hundreds of people turn to JFS and we are here to help 
them through those tough times. Clients are referred to our agency from schools, 
physicians, psychiatrists, community agencies and the court system.  JFS also gets 
referrals from other mental health centers, as well as clients who have benefitted 
from our services.  Here at JFS we address the clients concerns with professionalism 
and compassion. What sets us apart is our collaboration with our community 
partners and funding sources to achieve the desired outcomes and improve family 
functioning. 
 
Building a stronger community and improving the quality of life for others has a 
ripple effect for all of us.  Whether it is an older person figuring out how to maneuver 
their life alone or a teenager dealing with the challenges of life, JFS is here to help. 
There are times in everyone’s life when help is needed.   
 
As someone who has supported JFS, you have made it possible for us to continue 
helping others though your generosity and commitment to others.  With your 
support we can provide the services and programs needed to help the young and 
the old and everyone in between.   
 
A community is too heavy for anyone to carry alone. Your philanthropy in annual and 
planned giving allows JFS to continue to make a positive difference. JFS thanks you 
for helping us help others. 
 
 
 
 Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW   Eric Weinberg   
 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR     PRESIDENT
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
Abe’s Deli
Allied Services Integrated Health Systems
Amos Lodge B’Nai B’rith 
Bedrock Technology
Boscov’s 
Bucci Laser Vision
Carlucci, Golden, DeSantis
Citizens Savings Bank 
David Elliot Poultry Farm, Inc .
Everhart Museum
Fairview Monument
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine 
Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
Ginader, Jones & Co ., LLP
Goodwill Industries of NEPA 
Grimm Construction
Hospice of the Sacred Heart
Hunter College
JCC Scranton
Jewish Family Service of Lehigh Valley
Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Jewish Heritage Connection
Jumbo Seafood Restaurant
Kelly Volkswagen-Mazda
Keystone College
Lackawanna County
Lamar Advertising 
Matt Burne Honda
McGrail, Merkel, Quinn & Associates, P .C .
Nivert Metal Supply, Inc .
PNC
Pennsylvania Paper and Supply Company
People’s Security Bank 
Riggs Asset Management 
Rosenberg Charitable Foundation
Ross Family Foundation
Rotary Club of Scranton
Rowe Door Sales 
Senator John Blake
Temple Hesed
UNC
The University of Scranton
Webster Towers

3rd Annual Recognition Event

May 23, 2018

A

B

H

D

C

G

E

F

A . Dan Cardonick, Jane Oppenheim, 
     Mark Silverberg
B . James Alperin, Lou and Barbara Nivert
C: Daniel and Sondra Ginsberg 
D: Elliot and Renee Schoenberg 
E: Beverly Klein and Sondra Myers
F: Jim and Susie Connors
G: Morey and Sondra Myers
H: Seth and Sheryl Gross
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2017-2018 Highlights

JFS Social Worker Nicole Friedman took part in the United 
Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties Neighborhood 

Under One Roof at McNichols Elementary School . Pictured 
here with United Way Director of Education Lisa Beradelli and 

Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania Recruiter Alix Corbin .

JFS Executive Director Sheila Nudelman Abdo and 
now retired Coordinator of Older Adult Services 
Maggy Bushwick attended the Alzheimer’s and 

Caregiving: An Evening with Kim Campbell event at 
the Scranton Cultural Center at the Masonic Temple .

JFS held our 3rd Annual Commuinty Matters event in May .  Arthur E . Levandoski, 
Coordiinator of Marketing and Development for JFS; Deb Peterson, Scranton 

Cultural Center Executive Director; Sheila Nudelman Abdo, JFS Executive Director; 
Jane Oppenheim, 2018 Honoree; Gayle Thorpe Baar, JFS Board Member; Leah 

Laury, Event Chair; Eric Weinberg, JFS Board President .

JFS at the United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties Campaign 
Community Celebration!

United Way Campaign Chair Dan Santaniello, 
presented the United Way Platinum Hand 
Award to Arthur E . Levandoski, Coordinator 
of Marketing and Development for JFS  .  The 
Platinum Hand Awards are presented by 
The United Way in recognition of superior 
commitment to the people of the community 
through corporate and employee giving .  JFS 
was awarded the Employee Winners award .

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders Community Organization 
of the Game . June 5, 2018 .

Meeting with Executive Director, Maureen 
Maher-Gray at the NEPA Youth Shelter .

Meeting with NAMI Pa Scranton & Northeast 
Region Executive Director, Marie Onukiavage .

JFS recieves a check from the Villa Capri Car Cruisers in support 
of the Mae S . Gelb Kosher Food Pantry .
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Legacy Donors

JFS recognizes our Legacy Donors who have informed us of 
their intent to leave a bequest to JFS, those of blessed memory 
who have already left such a gift and those who have made a 

monetary gift to a JFS Endowment in their lifetime.

SHEILA CUTLER
In Memory of her father 

Frank R. Nutis

JEROME H.  
DENNER

Estate Gift

MIRIAM E. 
FRIEDMAN

Estate Gift

ANN 
MOSKOVITZ

In Memory of her husband
I. Leo Moskovitz

JEROME 
EDWARD GILES

Estate Gift

FILMORE 
ROSENSTEIN
In Memory of his wife

Jean Rosenstein

EVELYN
BERGER

Estate Gift

JOSEPH ECKER
In Memory of his wife

Pearl Ecker

RUTH STAHLER 
DAVIS
Estate Gift

MOSES FRAGIN
Estate Gift

MARCY TAYLOR
In Memory of her mother

Ann Levy Goldberg

MAE S. GELB
Estate Gift

Samuel Samter*
1915-1918
Louis Oetinger*
1918-1939
Leon Levy*
1939-1949
Bert Linder*
1949-1951
Albert Margolies*
1951-1954
Dr. Bernard Shair*
1954-1957
Emanuel Laster, Esq.*
1957-1960
Dr. Joseph Newman*
1960-1963
A. I. Gross*
1963-1966
Irwin E. Alperin*
1966-1969
Paul Alamar*
1969-1972
Karl H. Strohl, Esq.*
1972-1975
Paul Magida*
1975-1978
Harold Sprung*
1978-1980
Seth S. Gross
1980-1983
Ronald Black*
1983-1985
Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
1985-1987
Bernardine Kaplan*
1987-1988
Dr. Stephen Rosenthal*
1988-1989
Richard S. Bishop, Esq
1989-1991
Phyllis Mardo*
1991-1994
Joel Joseph
1994-1996
Sheldon Goldstein*
1996-1998
Paula Wasser
1998-2000
Hon. Richard M. Lovenwirth
2000-2002
Richard I. Schwartz
2002-2004
Jerome Klein*
2004-2006
Robert Ballot
2006-2007
Alan Smertz
2008-2011
Barbara Nivert
2011- 2013
Susan Blum Connors
2013 – 2015
Jay Landau
2015 - 2016
Eric Weinberg
2016 - Present

*Of Blessed Memory

JFS Presidents 
1915 to Present
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Legacy Donors

Build Something Today,
       To Support Tomorrow

5

Planned Giving

Planned Giving is a method of charitable giving that involves a 
consideration of your retirement plan and/or family estate to be distributed 
to Jewish Family Service upon your passing.

To Share With Your Attorney

I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Jewish Family Service of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, with offices at 615 Jefferson Avenue, Scranton, PA, 18510, federal 
tax ID # 24-0796423, or its successors in interest, the sum of $(amount written), 
exclusive of my lifetime donations, if any, for use in its most urgent priorities as 
determined by its board of trustees in their sole discretion. Your attorney can change 
this to a percentage of your estate, rather than a fixed amount if you prefer.

For more information, or if you have designated JFS as a beneficiary please contact:

Sheila Nudelman Abdo, Executive Director (570) 344-1186

DR. HARRY &  
JOYCE KROLL 

ESTATE
Estate Gift

LIBBY MYERS
Estate Gift

FLORENCE 
GROSSMAN

Estate Gift

BETSY 
ROSENTHAL

Legacy Beneficiary Gift

DONALD 
TELESCA

Estate Gift
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Jewish Family Service provides confidential, professional counseling services for families, 
couples, individuals and groups experiencing a variety of problem areas. Treatment 
areas include addictions, domestic abuse, depression, panic and anxiety disorders and 
adjustment difficulties. Relationship enhancement skills are also provided to improve 
communication, parenting, self-esteem and general quality of life. Information and referral 
to community resources are also offered.

Jewish Family Service is a participating provider with many insurance companies and 
accepts Medicare and Medicaid. Sliding fee scale is also offered based on family size 
and income. Our social workers are licensed clinical  social workers in the State of 
Pennsylvania. Jewish Family Service is accredited in its counseling service by the Council 
on Accreditation.

Melissa, now 28, was referred to JFS when she was 15 years old. She was in foster 
care. Her mother was unable to care for her and her two younger sisters and 
she was allegedly sexually abused by one of her mother’s boyfriends.  Initially 
counseling was scheduled to be for her and her mother so she could decide 
whether she wanted to return to her mother’s home. She received both family 
and individual counseling.

Early counseling was difficult for Melissa, she became depressed and became a 
behavior challenge at her foster home.  Eventually her mother stopped attending 
the sessions.  As her individual counseling continued she rebounded, doing 
better at the foster home and school where she got involved in school sports.  
After some time counseling was no longer needed as she was doing better.

About a year later, Melissa began running away, skipping school and was later 
found out to be smoking marijuana.  As the behavior problems escalated, the 
relationship she had with her foster parents began to break down.  She returned 
to counseling, however, would end up being moved from foster home to foster 
home and would stop going to school. 
 
Through the years Melissa would contact me and re-start counseling for multiple 
reasons including substance issues, family issues, and educational challenges.  
Each time she would stop attending sessions when the internal demands of 
change would overwhelm her.  

A year and a half ago, this time with the goal of staying on course to complete 
a nursing certification program, Melissa would return for help.  In addition to 
feeling the old draws, she was struggling with a relationship and was living in an 
unstable living situation.  

Although her road was long she found the strength to complete the nursing 
certification program, find a job and rent an apartment.  Through counseling and 
a lot of hard work she was able to overcome her challenges and reach her goals.
 
Don Minkoff, JFS Social Worker   

Mental Health/Counseling Services

Finding Success with the Help of Counseling



2017-18 Annual Report  •  Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania

7

Financial Aid & Holiday Assistance

Short-term financial assistance for rent, utilities, food or 
other emergency needs is provided for individuals and 
families experiencing financial difficulties. The Holiday 

Assistance Program ensures that the beauty of the 
Jewish Holidays is shared throughout the year.

Family Life Education

JFS offers education and enrichment through lectures, 
guest speakers and workshops on topics relevant to 

family life, Jewish identity and current issues.

Mental Health/Counseling Services

Confidence and Self Esteem Overcomes Anger Issues and Bullying

Additional JFS Services

One of the greatest parts about working at JFS is seeing the positive impact that you 
can have on a child or adolescent. As a social worker at JFS, I can remember working 
with an adolescent named Sarah who struggled with managing her anger. When upset, 
she would yell, scream, curse, and punch walls. Sarah was also severely bullied at school 
and struggled with confidence and self-esteem. As a result of the bullying that took 
place not only at school, but online as well, she stopped attending school and began 
participating in online school. 

When Sarah came to JFS for the first counseling appointment, she appeared very 
nervous. She had never been in counseling before, and would shake her leg and make 
minimal eye contact. During the first appointment, I explained to Sarah the role of a 
social worker and how I can help. I also talked with her about the process of counseling 
and what occurs during the initial session. As the session progressed, Sarah appeared 
to become more comfortable. Sarah would laugh and smile, and I was able to develop a 
connection with her through similar interests, such as music and television. 

Throughout the course of treatment, Sarah and I worked together to develop 
de-escalation skills, such as listening to music, exercising, deep breathing, and journaling 
to calm her down when upset. Sarah and I also created positive sticky notes with 
characteristics that she liked about herself to look at throughout the day, in order to 
improve her confidence and self-esteem. As I continued to work with Sarah, her anger 
decreased and she was feeling more confident in herself. Also, with the involvement of 
her legal guardian and the school district, Sarah went back to school, developed positive 
interactions with her peers, and was thinking of her plans for the future. As a result of 
Sarah’s progress and success, she was eventually discharged from JFS. Working with 
client’s like Sarah and seeing the progress that they make, makes being a social worker 
even more meaningful. 

Nicole Freidman, JFS Social Worker 
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JFS provides comprehensive Guardianship of Person Service to those individuals 
who have been determined by the court to be incapacitated and no longer able 
to make their own life decisions.

Jewish Family Service’s duties 
as Guardian of Person include 
making daily decisions about the 

individual’s personal affairs, maximizing his/her right to self-determination, and:

• Asserts the rights and interests of the individual
• Respects the wishes and preferences of the individual to the greatest  

extent possible
• Encourages the individual to participate to maximum extent of his/her  

abilities in all decisions
• Provides required documentation to the court in a timely fashion
• Visits with the individual once a month and more frequently as needed
• Is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

JFS is accredited by the Council on Accreditation for Guardianship 
of Person Service. Referrals may be made by individuals within the 
community, hospitals, long-term living facilities, physicians, attorneys, 
the court and social service agencies. The Guardianship Service is 
a fee for service program.  All guardianship fees are reported to 
and approved by the court. This program is funded, in part, by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Aging and the Lackawanna County Board of 
Commissioners through the Lackawanna County Area Agency on Aging.

Adult Guardianship of Person/ Older Adult 
Services/ Case Management

The purpose of the Older Adult Program at Jewish Family 
Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is to promote and 
preserve the dignity, self-respect and independence of the 
individual to the fullest extent possible. The Older Adult 
Program assists individuals and their families in making 
choices that foster maximum independence in daily living. 
Licensed Social Workers and experienced, compassionate 
volunteers work together to coordinate services for eligible 
individuals. Consultations are by appointment. Evening 
hours and home visits are available.

Fees for service will be charged according to a set fee or a 
sliding scale based on family size and income. No one will be 
denied service because of an inability to pay a fee.

Some services may be covered by your health insurance  
or Medicare.

Services provided through the 
Older Adult Program include:

• Case Management
• Counseling Services
• Home Visits and 
   Telephone Contacts
• Educational and Support Groups
• Consultations with Families
• Referral for Kosher Meals on Wheels
• Referral for In-Home Services
• Coordination of Supportive Services
• Assessments and Personalized 
   Care Plans
• Information and Referrals
• Emergency Financial Aid

Older Adult Services/Case Management
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Life as a journey can be quite beautiful but all travelers meet portions of 
the journey that are challenging and even treacherous. For Older Adults, 
with declining strength, health, and resources, such paths can be difficult. 
For those with dementia, negotiating this leg of the journey is fraught with 
dangers to body, mind and spirit. As guardians for people with dementia, 
JFS provides a friendly professional guide who has a road map and access 
to resources and information to help.

For instance, we serve a gentleman who was depending on extended family 
in another county. His dementia had made it impossible for him to live alone. 
That county’s Area Agency on Aging discovered that the family was not 
only exploiting him financially, but there were indications he was neglected 
and abused. When that county filed a petition for guardianship, the family 
absconded with the gentleman to our county. Our local Area Agency 
on Aging responded by petitioning the court and JFS was appointed 
emergency guardian of person, and accompanied agency staff and police 
to the house where he was staying the same day. The people in the home 
denied that he was related to them and said they did not know where he 
was. The police discovered him in the home, he was undernourished and in 
need of medical attention.

JFS worked with the Area Agency on Aging to provide a room at a local 
facility where he is safe, and his medical and nutritional needs are provided. 
In addition, the gentleman enjoys the activities at the facility that are 
designed to stimulate his mind, provide friendly socialization and recreation. 
JFS has since been appointed his plenary guardian and continues to work 
with the facility to ensure his well-being.

Lorrie Loughney, Coordinator of Older Adult Services

Guardianship Protects Elderly with Dementia from Abuse and Exploitation.

Holocaust Survivors Assistance
Holocaust Survivors Assistance Services are designed to help elderly survivors of the Holocaust live 
their remaining years safely, with dignity, and as independently as possible. Jews who resided in 
European countries that were subject to Nazi rule and control between 1933 and 1945 are eligible. 
All others affected by Nazi persecution are eligible for services as well.

The purpose of the program is to stabilize, if not to improve, the mental and/or physical status of 
those affected by Nazi persecution. Clients may make a self-referral or may be referred by family, 
friends and/ or other social service agencies. Counseling services are provided to address needs 
specific to Holocaust survivors and their families.

Through grants received from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc., 
Emergency Financial Aid is distributed according to their specific guidelines, which include approval 
from the Holocaust Survivor Advisory Committee established for this program.

Training is provided to caregivers who come in contact with Holocaust survivors. The goal of this 
training is to increase their knowledge of the scars that remain with survivors and to make them 
aware of possible stressful situations that trigger painful memories for the Holocaust survivor.

Adult Guardianship of Person/ Older Adult 
Services/ Case Management
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Dr . Samantha Abod
Dr . Martin Bifano
Dr . Andrew Brown
Dr . Justin Burns
Dr . Lawrence Gallagher
Dr . Joseph Gronsky
Dr . Stephanie Potter Hanyon
Dr . Patrick Hayes
Dr . Brian Kerr
Dr . Frederick Lally
Dr . Darlene Oleski
Sr . Samuel Prisco Sr .
Dr . Michael Ratchford
Dr . Charles Scrimalli
Dr . Stephen Solfanelli
Dr . Gary Wadsworth
Dr . Nancy Willis

Thank you 
to the Scranton District Dental 

Society and Fortis Institute 

Dental Hygiene Clinic and the 

following dentists for volunteering 

your time and services to the 

DentalCare Center .

A 60 year old female cancer survivor was unable to find a dental provider she could 
afford.  She came into JFS with her application and proof of income – when told she 
was approved she broke down sobbing and could not thank us enough. “I am finally 
going to get my teeth taken care of.” 

Knowing her medical history I suggested she get her medical clearances from her 
oncologist and referred her to Fortis Institute Dental Hygiene Clinic for her exam 
and evaluation (she hand carried her x-rays from her previous dentist). She was 
then referred to SDDS dentist Dr. Darlene Oleski, who recommended full mouth 
extractions and immediate dentures. Dr. Oleski is working with SDDS oral surgeon 
Dr. Stephen Solfanelli, to coordinate treatment at a reduced fee for the patient. She 
will soon be able to eat normally again with treatment she could now afford.

This is just a small sample of how the JFS DentalCare Center has changed the lives 
of the residents of Lackawanna County one smile at a time.

Colette Jesikiewicz, Administrative Services Coordinator

DentalCare Center

The Non-Sectarian DentalCare Center has been part of 
Jewish Family Service since 1920. This unique service is 
one of only two such clinics affiliated with a JFS in the 
United States. Jewish Family Service administers the 
DentalCare Center in partnership with licensed volunteer 
dentists from the Scranton District Dental Society and 
Fortis Institute to provide professional dental services. 
All treatments are provided in private dental offices 
with initial examination and diagnosis at Fortis Institute 
Dental Hygiene Clinic, Scranton. Care includes a complete 
dental examination, x-rays, prophylaxis, restorations and 
extractions. Specialized services such as prosthodontics, 
endodontics, orthodontics, periodontal treatment and oral 
surgery are also offered at a reduced fee to the client.

Residents of Lackawanna County are eligible for services 
if they are financially unable to afford dental care. 
Eligibility is determined by a screening and application 
process completed by Jewish Family Service. The majority 
of patients receiving dental services have at least one 
family member employed, is on unemployment, supported 
by Social Security or Social Security Disability benefits.

Improving Dental Care for Lackawanna County Residents
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Kosher Meals on Wheels/Mae S. Gelb Food Pantry

JFS, in cooperation with Meals on Wheels Office of Northeastern Pennsylvania and the 
Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania, delivers kosher meals to those in need. Kosher Meals 
on Wheels (KMOW) are available to those people in our community who adhere to Kosher 
dietary requirements. The program serves those who are temporarily or permanently 
disabled and who require outside support in order to function independently at home. 
Kosher Meals on Wheels provides adequate, well-balanced, home delivered meals to those 
who are unable to shop for and unable to prepare meals for themselves. The meals are 
prepared at the Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania under Kosher dietary guidelines. 
Kosher Meals on Wheels is able to accommodate most special diets, such as diabetic, low 
salt, low fat, chopped, etc. Recipients are billed monthly for the Kosher Meals on Wheels. 
Funding for meals may be available from the Lackawanna County Area Agency on Aging for 
senior citizens who have a lower income and meet the full guidelines.  

KMOW Meal Delivery Makes Cooking Easier

Mae S. Gelb Food Pantry

The Mae S. Gelb Kosher Food Pantry, established in January 2001, was
developed to provide assistance with food and other necessary household items to 
families and individuals during times of significant financial stress.

Clients include the elderly who may be isolated and living on a limited income,
unemployed adults in need of interim assistance and members of our community
who are struggling financially due to difficult family situations or declining health. 
Clients can make a self-referral to the Kosher Food Pantry or may be referred
by family, friends and/or other social service agencies. If a client is known to this 
agency and receiving services in another program area, their social worker may
also refer.

An appointment must be made with an agency social worker to complete a
Kosher Food Pantry screening form. If determined that the client is eligible for pantry
services, the worker will accompany the client to shop in the pantry area. The Food 
Pantry is supported by donations from the Gelb Foundation, generous community 
members, synagogues and other Jewish organizations. 

One of JFS’s KMOW’s clients discovered he could no longer maintain 
regular, nutritious meals due to a recent onset of a disabling heart 
condition. He reported that he would become exhausted in the middle of 
preparing a meal. He retired and moved to a smaller apartment, where 
the kitchen is small and has limited storage for kosher requirements. 
KMOW now delivers nutritious meals to his home at an affordable 
price. He continually expresses gratitude for the support which makes it 
possible for him to observe his faith while enjoying tasty dishes prepared 
by the Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania.

Lorrie Loughney, Coordinator of Older Adult Services
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Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is extremely grateful for the generous support 
received from the community during the 2017-2018 Membership Campaign.  Contributors to our 
Membership make the work performed by Jewish Family Service possible, and we are extremely 
proud to recognize them.  This listing includes gifts received July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.

Benefactor 
$5,000 and Above
Jane Oppenheim

Exceptional 
$2,500 - $4,999 
Herb and Sylvia Rosen

Patron 
$1,000 - $2,499
Michael and Sheila Cutler 
The Gelb Foundation
Irving & Edythe Grossman Foundation
The Jeanne & Irwin Levy Foundation, Inc . 
Kenneth and Rose Levine
Rosalind Marks
Samuel W . and Mary Jane Newman
Barbara and Louis Nivert
Elliot and Renee Schoenberg
Edward and Barbara Scolnick
Society of Chevra Kadisha
Temple Israel Daily Minyan

Champion 
$500-$999
Larry and Sheila Abdo
Jim and Susan Connors
David and Gail Dickstein
Alfred Reich
Jamy Rosenstein
Robert Simon
Deirdre-Holly Spelman

Sustaining 
$250-$499
Jean Gallagher Aronson
Anonymous
Carol Baine/ CSB Trust DTD
Bernstein Family Foundation
Richard and Faye Bishop
Mark and Joan Davis
Rhonda and David Fallk
David B . and Eileen Feibus
Jerome and Polly Finkelstein
Estelle Freedman
Ginader, Jones & Co . LLP
Glassman Family Foundation
Rob and Karla Grimm
Laurel and Alan Glassman
Susan and Scott Herlands
Beth Kaplan
Koppelman/Dinner Fund
Harold B . Kornfeld
Dr . Joel and Leah Laury
Saul and Sharon Levy
Philip and Harriet May
Michael Mardo and Iris Liebman
Morey M . and Sondra Myers
Shirley Nudelman
Leslie Lynn Pearl

Pennsylvania Paper & Supply Company
Paul and Margery Rosenberg
Michael H . Roth
Roselyn Rutta
Jan and Jason Schoenberg
Douglas & Margaret Sheldon
Mark and Nancy Silverberg
Alan and Michele Smertz
Janet Townsend, MD
Eric and Angela Weinberg

Sponsoring 
$100-$249
Esther B . Adelman
Naomi Alamar
James and Patty Alperin
Anonymous
Eric and Gayle T . Baar
Dr . Shaya and Phyllis Barax
Martin and Ruth Barber
Bill and Maureen Bender
Norman and Anita Benezra  
Michael and Donna Bernstein  
Edwin and Phyllis Brandes  
Gerard and Eva Brisman   
Anonymous    
Charles Cahn    
Dr . Joel and Karen Cahn  
Thomas Capezio    
Carlucci, Golden, DeSantis Funeral Home 
Patricia Cembalist   
Chamberlain & Reinheimer Insurance, Inc . 
Lawrence Chimerine  
Citizens Savings Bank   
Mitchell S . and Connie Cohen
Louis and Katherine Danzico  
Carol and Donald Dembert  
Donald and Joyce Douglass  
Dr . Christopher and Nancy Dressel 
Gail A . Edelsohn, MD
Barbara G . Ehrenpreis
Joseph and Joann Ehrlich  
Syvia Eisenberg
Dr . Steven B . and Marylu Eisner 
James Ellenbogen   
Richard and Barbara Feman  
Rabbi Mordechai and Doris Fine  
Shlomo and Deborah Fink  
Harold and Naomi Finkelstein  
Gibbons  Ford    
Gerald and Lynne Fragin
Alex and Leah Gans   
Mike Washo and Natalie Gelb  
Peter and Harriet Gelbart   
Norman and Arlene Gevanthor  
Dr . Jerald B . and Kerrie Gilbert 
Dr . Daniel and Sandra Ginsberg  
Drs . Lawrence and Judith  Golden  
Alan G . Goldstein   

Erroll J . Goldstein, MD   
Ellen Goodman    
Victor and Julia Goretsky   
Kenneth  E . and Bonnie Green  
Seth and Sheryl Gross   
Larry Grossinger,  MD   
Deborah Hureau    
Jeffrey and Robin Jacobson  
William J . and Nancy Johnson  
Joel and Miriam Joseph   
Dr . Joseph and Susan Kamerling  
Howard M . and Robin Kaufman  
Audrey Kaufman    
Kerr Orthodontics
Anonymous    
Keystone College   
Kincel & Company Insurance  
Ira and Denise Krafchin  
Arthur E . and Kristin Levandoski  
Jennie Levy    
Lillian Levy    
Sara Levy    
John Lewy, MD    
Lorrie Loughney    
Dr . David and Phyllis Malinov  
Frank A . Milani, MD   
Aaron Scott Miller   
Dr . Marc  Morris    
Rabbi Moshe and Meira Saks  
Vivian Needle    
Samuel and Eleanor Neulinger  
Aaron and Stacy Nivert   
People’s  Security Bank & Trust Co .
Earl S . and Reva Quint  
Morris and Lori Raub   
Carol Rauch    
Stanley and Marge Rose
Robert and Faye Rosenberg  
Dr . David and Molly Rutta
Leonard  and Karen Scheck
Renee E . Schectman
Jason and Larissa Schwass
Steven and Ellen Seitchik
Shea Demolition  
Elaine Shepard    
Richard Silbert, MD  
Gary Smertz    
Doris Spiegel    
Howard M . and Rochelle Spizer
Frimi Stahler 
Meredith Stempel and Mikhail Levitin 
Lewis and Irene Stolzenberg  
Rabbi Daniel Swartz & 
   Rabbi Marjorie Berman
Webster  Towers    
Robert and Elaine Ufberg   
Marcia Ufberg    
Paula Wasser    
Caryl Weinberger   

Membership
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This list of annual donors is for 
July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 . If we have omitted 

or incorrectly listed your name, please let us 
know and accept our heartfelt apology and 
know that your gift is greatly appreciated .

Mark and Ilene Weinstein
Wm . Rosenstein & Sons Co .  
Marc and Lauren Wolfe  
Mary Ziman

General 
$50-$99
John Acculto
Anonymous
Eileen Baine
Anne M . Boland
Nathan and Maggy Bushwick
Anonymous
James and Carol Cader
Irving Cader
Stephen and Ellen Casey
Marion A . Clauss
Mark Cruciani, MD
Anonymous
Rebecca Decker
Lenora Delvecchio
Anonymous
Howard Feinberg
Moshe and Etty Fink
Stuart Freidlin
Jeffrey and Dassy Ganz
Ruth Gelb
Dr . Albert and Diana Giallorenzi
Elaine and Jerry Goodstein
Esther Graves
Michael and Gayle Greenstein
Anonymous
David Hazzouri
Dr . Sanford J . and Janet Holland
Joseph H . and Ruth Hollander
Carol Jacobs
Howard and Claire Jacobson
Jim and Colette Jesikiewicz
Jewish Cemetery Association
Ellen and Alan Kagan
Marshall Kornblatt
Alexander Kushner
David and Cheryl Lebowitz
Grace and Arthur Levandoski
Mitzie Levy
Anonymous 
Hon . Judge Richard Lovenwirth
Mackarey and Mackarey
  Physical Therapy Consultants, LLC
Dan and Basya Marcus
Mark and Judith Mardenfeld
Dr . Melvyn and Marilyn Wolk
Kenneth and Dale Miller
Don and Stephanie Minkoff
Ed and Ann Monsky
Marcia Myers
Steven and Nancy Natt
Mark and Harriet Noble
Pesavento Monuments, Inc .
Harold and Frances Plotkin
Connie Roth
Rowe Door Sales Co .
Rabbi Samuel and Sonia Sandhaus
Elizabeth Schneider, Esq .

Scranton Label, Inc .
Sheeley’s Drug Store
Joel Silberstein
Gary Silverstein
Mark Stahller
Bonnie Strohl
Gladys and Jack Suravitz
Laura and Paul Thomas
Melvin S . and Gail Ufberg
Nathan and Rita Warshawsky
Susan and Mark Washko
Jay and Tova Weiss
Phillip and Arlene Wizwer
*Irving Zlatin
Anonymous

Other 
Under $49
Irwin Adler
Nathan Adler
Anonymous
Marie Banicky
Bernard Rappaport and Marilyn Barnett
Abraham and Pamela Berman
Kathy Bharkhda
Merwyn S and Harlean Blatt
Steven and Susan Bleier
Vladimir and Lyudmila Blyakherov
Leonid and Luydmila Boguslavsky
Rabbi Chaim and Sara Bressler
Marvin and Harriet Brotter
Anonymous
Rose Chaskin
Summit Cleaners
Sanford and Linda Cohen
Sondra Cooperman
Michael and Eileen Coyne
Harris S . and Janice G . Cutler
Len and Lainey Denis
Betty and Alan Dickstein
Claire Dubin
Mordechai Edelson
Dr . Scott and Sandy Epstein
Julian and Tibey Falk
Thomas and Terry Feeney
Samuel and Esther Flam
Nicole D  Friedman
Michael and Cheryl Friedman
Esther Friedmann
Anonymous
Yuriy Gidalevich
Eugene Glantz
Murray and Marsha Glick
Harriet Gross
Mindy and Asher  Grossman
Gennady Groysman
Judy and Martin Hamer
Sid and Karen Hirschfeld
Herbert and *Lee Hollenberg
Yehuda Itkin  
Aron and Dorothy Jablonka
Kenneth  and Madeleine Jacobs
Gloria Jurkowitz  
James and Paula Kane

Avrum Karp  
David Kellerman  
Charles and Doris Koloski
Robert and Nellie Krumholz
Jeffrey and Carol Leventhal
Esther Levine  
Steve and Norma Levine
Sheldon and Eleanor Liberman
Anna M . Lisak 
Mary Rose Malia 
Claire Morrow  
Joseph Moskowitz
Jacob and Carol Nogi
Jay and Paulette Okun
Yuriy Pechenin
Helen Pinkus
Allan J . Pisarz
Howard and Vera Platt
Adele Pollack
Marvin and Charlotte Pollack
Marylyn Preven
Rolf and Lillian Reinecke
Jay and Shelly Rosenstein
Stanley and Ruth Rothman
David and Ilise Rubinow
Kenneth and Arlene Rudin
Rabbi Dovid and Malka Saks
Vernon and Marilyn Schlamowitz
Chayim and Rivka Schnaidman
Lynn K . Shaffer 
Alexander and Alexandra Shtekhman
Toby Silverman  
Herbert and Abby Smith
Melvin & Faye Spatt
Sandra and Michael Steinberg
Stephen and Rhonda Sugerman
James Sundheim, MD 
Muriel M . Troy 
John Veneski  
Alan and Arlene Wasser
Michael and Phyllis Weinberg
Mildred Weinberg
Alfred Weinberg
Rachel Weisberger
Joseph G . Wilkes
*Jay and Pearl Willner
Gary and Jane Wilmet 

*Of Blessed Memory
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Financial Information 2017/2018
SUPPORT & REVENUE TOTAL: $607,075

Jewish Federation of  
Northeastern Pennsylvania

11%

Client Service Fees
17%

Program Funding
1%

Fundraising
20%

Investment Income
5%

Government
8%

Contributions
9%

United Way of Lackawanna & Wayne Counties
3%

Grants
16%

Leadership Donors

$50,000 - $100,000
Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania
United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Willary Foundation 

$12,000 - $19,999
Albert & Ann Margolies Charitable Trust
Schwartz-Mack Foundation 

$6,000 - $11,999
The Lester G. Abeloff Foundation
The Oppenheim Foundation
Robert H. Spitz Foundation

$3,000 - $5,999
Nivert Metal Supply, Inc.
Herb and Sylvia Rosen

$1,000 - $2,999
James and Patty Alperin
Anonymous
Boscov’s Department Store

$1,000 - $2,999  (continued)
Jim and Susan Connors
Michael and Sheila Cutler
David and Gail Dickstein
Eureka Foundation
The Gelb Foundation
Irving & Edythe Grossman Foundation
Rabbi Henry Gutterman Foundation
Kenneth and Rose Levine
Samuel W. and Mary Jane Newman
Keystone College
Beverly Klein
The Jeanne & Irwin Levy Foundation, Inc.
Rosalind Marks
Louis and Barbara Nivert
Melvin Sapsowitz
Elliot and Renee Schoenberg
Edward and Barbara Scolnick
Scranton Area Foundation
Society of Chevra Kadisha 
Temple Israel Daily Minyan
United Neighborhood Centers 
    of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
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Statement of Financial Position

An independent audit was completed by Ginader, Jones & Company, LLP, Certified Public Accountants for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2017 and is available for review at the JFS office .  The official registration and financial information of Jewish Family Service of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania may be obtained from The Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, in Pennsylvania, 1 (800) 732-0999

$1,000 - $2,999  (continued)
Jim and Susan Connors
Michael and Sheila Cutler
David and Gail Dickstein
Eureka Foundation
The Gelb Foundation
Irving & Edythe Grossman Foundation
Rabbi Henry Gutterman Foundation
Kenneth and Rose Levine
Samuel W. and Mary Jane Newman
Keystone College
Beverly Klein
The Jeanne & Irwin Levy Foundation, Inc.
Rosalind Marks
Louis and Barbara Nivert
Melvin Sapsowitz
Elliot and Renee Schoenberg
Edward and Barbara Scolnick
Scranton Area Foundation
Society of Chevra Kadisha 
Temple Israel Daily Minyan
United Neighborhood Centers 
    of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
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In-Kind Donors

Jordan Alter

B’nos Yisroel  
Girls High School

Deborah Fink 

Sam Flexer

Rick Gelb

Murray Glick

Janet Holland 

Harold Kornfeld

Jeff Leventhal

TO OUR 2017-2018 VOLUNTEERS

JFS volunteers act as drivers and runners for Kosher Meals on Wheels, friendly 
visitors, shoppers for our Kosher Food Pantry and assist with preparing and 
delivering holiday gift projects to the homebound.

Volunteers who deliver the meals are interviewed and screened by Jewish Family 
Service. These volunteers not only bring a nutritious meal to your home, but also 
provide a friendly greeting and an important safety check for each individual who 
receives a meal.

Mazal Minkoff

Marshall Needle

Molly Rutta

Suzanne Severe

Marsha Ufberg 

Volunteer Services

A Very Special Thank You
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sheila Nudelman Abdo,  

ACSW, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Nicole Friedman, 

LSW

COORDINATOR OF  
OLDER ADULT SERVICES

Lorrie Loughney

SOCIAL WORKER
Don Minkoff, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Peter Dunford, LSW
(Part Time Evening)

 BUSINESS MANAGER
Susan Washko

EX-OFFICIO
Rabbi Yisroel Brotsky 

Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine 

Rabbi Moshe Saks

Rabbi Daniel Swartz 

Dan Cardonick, Jewish Community Center

Mark M . Silverberg, Jewish Federation of NEPA

Ilise Rubinow, ACSW, Elan Gardens

Rabbi Samuel Sandhaus, MBA,  
The Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania

2018-2019
OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
 Sheila Nudelman Abdo, 

ACSW, LCSW

PRESIDENT
 Eric Weinberg

VICE PRESIDENTS
 Deirdre Spelman, ACSW

Elliot Schoenberg

SECRETARY
 Leah Laury

TREASURER
 Seth S . Gross

COORDINATOR OF  
MARKETING AND  
DEVELOPMENT

Arthur E . Levandoski

ADMINISTRATIVE  
SERVICES  

COORDIATOR
Colette Jesikiewicz

SECRETARY
Laura Thomas 

2018-2019
BOARD
Gayle Baar

Rabbi Marjorie Berman
Christine Black

Karen Cahn
James P . Connors

Sheila Cutler
Leah Gans

Dr . Daniel Ginsberg
Donna Kostiak

Leah Laury
Sara J . Levy

Michael Mardo
Louis Nivert
Stacy Nivert

Paulette Okun
Larissa Schwass

Dr . Margaret Sheldon
Dr . Nancy Willis 

LIFE BOARD 
MEMBERS
Paul Alamar*

Richard S . Bishop, Esq .
Susan Blum Connors

Donald G . Douglass, Esq .
Sheldon Goldstein*

Seth S . Gross
Joel Joseph

Hon . Richard Lovenwirth
Barbara Nivert

Richard I . Schwartz
Alan Smertz
Paula Wasser

*Of Blessed Memory

Staff/Board Members




