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Welcome

In 1915, concerned leaders in our community organized to coordinate 
the relief activities of all service organizations in existence in the Jewish 
community at the time and established an organization whose mission was 
of a philanthropic and charitable purpose and to improve the quality of life for 
individuals and families in the Jewish and general community.  This continues to 
be the mission of Jewish Family Service (JFS) today and our work still embodies 
this philosophy. 

Tonight we welcome you to our 4th Annual Community Matters Event which 
celebrates the mission and vision of our organization.  JFS continues to strive 
to meet the needs of the community. Today hundreds of people turn to JFS 
every year to achieve well-being, health and stability. Clients come to our 
agency from multiple sources such as schools, physicians, psychiatrists, 
community mental health centers, the court system and from other clients 
who have benefitted from our services.  JFS addresses the clients concerns 
and collaborates with our community partners and funding sources to achieve 
the desired outcomes and improve family functioning.

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is one of the primary 
human service agencies in northeastern Pennsylvania whose mission seeks to 
enhance and strengthen the quality of individual, family and community life for 
all people in need and has been helping to make a positive difference serving 
both the Jewish and the broader community for over a century. We’re all in this 
together as we continue to help those in need receive the help they deserve. 
JFS sits on the shoulders of many and with your support we can continue 
to make a positive difference in the lives of our friends and neighbors. A 
community is too heavy for anyone to carry alone.  JFS thanks you for helping 
us, help others.  

Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW		  Eric Weinberg 
Executive Director                      			   President



Schedule

Community Matters Event Program 
May 16, 2019

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 			   Silent Auction / hor d’oeuvres  
			   Specialty Food Stations

7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Welcome   	 Eric Weinberg, President

About our Honorees 	 Ann Monsky 

	 President of Temple Israel Scranton

Honoree Remarks 	 Barbara and Louis Nivert

Closing Remarks 	 Sheila Nudelman Abdo 
	 Executive Director

8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.			     Dessert Reception 

Music provided by Doug Smith Jazz Trio 
with a special musical presentation by 

The Kennedy Creek Strummers

Silent Auction concludes at 8:45 p.m.



Commitment to Community
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) has 
been there as a local human service organization serving both 
the Jewish and the broader community for over 100 years helping 
people with real needs who need real support.

Mission
Jewish Family Service is a human service organization, which 
reflects the Jewish tradition of caring and compassion for all 
people in need. Through professional counseling, advocacy and 
educational programming, our services seek to enhance and 
strengthen the quality of individual, family and community life.

Objectives & Goals
•	 Help build strong and satisfying family life.

•	 Provide remedial and rehabilitative services to 
individuals and families whose healthy functioning  
is being threatened or already deteriorating.

•	 Promote and preserve the dignity, self-respect  
and independence of the individual to the fullest 
extent possible.
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Our 2019 honorees are 
Barbara and Louis Nivert

Barbara and Louis Nivert have been leaders in community 
involvement and charitable giving their entire lives.  They are 

graduates of Scranton Central High School. Louis is a graduate of 
Keystone College and a US Army Veteran and Barbara attended 

Penn State University and Marywood College.  Louis is owner and 
president of local metal distribution firm, Nivert Metal Supply.  

Together they have been involved with Jewish Family Service, Temple 
Israel of Scranton, B’nai B’rith, Jewish War Veterans, Elan Gardens, 
The Jewish Home, The Scranton Red Cross, the Scranton JCC, the 

Howard Gardner School and the Jewish Federation of NEPA. 
Barbara is a former president of Jewish Family Service.



Guest Speaker

Ann Lebowitz Monsky, a Scranton 
native, is a third generation active 
community volunteer. She follows 
in the footsteps of her mother and 
grandmother in helping to make 
our community better for all ages. 
After graduating with a degree in 
Communication Disorders, she left 
Boston to return home and continue 
her family legacy.

She currently serves as the President of Temple Israel Scranton, Vice 
President of the Board of the Scranton JCC, and on the  board of Jewish 
Federation and the Jewish Home of NEPA.

She has been an educator in Temple Israel’s Religious School and a 
Leader in Girls Scouts. Ann is also an active volunteer at Elan Gardens 
as a discussion group facilitator.

An ASHA certified speech and language pathologist, she currently 
holds lecturer status at Marywood University as a Field Supervisor for 
Graduate students earning their Masters in Communication Sciences 
Disorders.

Ann resides in Clarks Green with her husband, Atty. Edward Monsky, 
also an active community volunteer. They are the proud parents of son 
Jeremy Monsky & his wife Sara Rothschild and son Scott Monsky. 



Musical Guests

Doug Smith

Trio
R J Kennedy - Drums

Marshall Kornblatt - Piano
Joe Cole -Bass

and a special musical presentation by: 
The Kennedy Creek Strummers



Programs & Services
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JFS provides confidential, professional counseling services for families, 
couples, individuals and families experiencing challenges in their daily life.

Promoting and preserving the dignity and self respect of aging individuals by 
assisting them and their families in making choices that foster maximum level 
of independence in their daily living.

Providing guardianship of person service to those individuals who have been 
determined by the court to be incapacitated and no longer able to make their 
own life decisions.  Guardianship is provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mental Health/Counseling Services

Older Adult Services/Case Management

Adult Guardianship of Person

Kosher Meals on Wheels

Kosher Meals on Wheels provides adequate well-balanced meals delivered 
by JFS volunteers to individuals who need assistance preparing meals for 
themselves.



Holocaust Survivors Assistance

To learn more please visit www.jfsnepa.org

Follow us on Facebook

Over the past 10 years JFS has provided over $400,000 worth of free dental 
care  for eligible Lackawanna County residents.

Established in January 2001, was developed to provide assistance with food 
and other necessary household items to families and individuals during times 
of significant financial stress.

Designed to help elderly survivors of the Holocaust live their remaining years 
safely, with dignity, and as independently as possible.

Short-term financial assistance for rent, utilities, food or other emergency 
needs is provided for individuals and families experiencing financial 
difficulties.

Education and enrichment through lectures, guest speakers and workshops 
on topics relevant to family life, Jewish identity and current issues.

Mae S. Gelb Kosher Food Pantry

Financial Aid/Holiday Assistance

Family Life Education

DentalCare Center



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sheila Nudelman Abdo, 

ACSW, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Nicole Friedman, LCSW

COORDINATOR OF  
OLDER ADULT SERVICES

Lorrie Loughney, NCG

SOCIAL WORKER
Marquerite Bushwick, 

LCSW, NCG

COORDINATOR OF  
MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT

Arthur E. Levandoski

SECRETARY
Laura Thomas 

SOCIAL WORKER
Don Minkoff, LCSW

SOCIAL WORKER
Peter Dunford, LSW
(Part Time Evening)

 BUSINESS MANAGER
Susan Washko

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES  
COORDINATOR

Colette Jesikiewicz

EX-OFFICIO
Rabbi Yisroel Brotsky 

Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine 
Rabbi Moshe Saks

Rabbi Daniel Swartz 
Dan Cardonick, Jewish Community Center

Mark M. Silverberg, Jewish Federation of NEPA
Mia Jacobs, Elan Gardens

Mark Weiner,  The Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania

OFFICERS
Executive Director

 Sheila Nudelman Abdo, 
ACSW, LCSW

President
 Eric Weinberg

Vice Presidents
 Elliot Schoenberg

 Deirdre Spelman, ACSW

Secretary
 Leah Laury

Treasurer
 Seth S. Gross

BOARD
Gayle Baar

Rabbi Marjorie Berman
Christine Black

Karen Cahn
James P. Connors

Leah Gans
Dr. Daniel Ginsberg

Leah Laury
Sara J. Levy

Michael Mardo
Louis Nivert
Stacy Nivert

Paulette Okun
Jamy Rosenstein
Larissa Schwass

Dr. Margaret Sheldon
Dr. Nancy Willis

LIFE BOARD  
MEMBERS

Richard S. Bishop, Esq.
Susan Blum Connors

Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
Seth S. Gross
Joel Joseph

Hon. Richard Lovenwirth
Barbara Nivert

Richard I. Schwartz
Alan Smertz

Paula Wasser

Staff



Thank you to those who  
donated to our Silent Auction

AMS Loft

Austin Burke

Ralph J Caputo

Comics on the Green

Jeff D’Angleo

Great Wolf Lodge

Hez Studio

Krisiak Chiropractic

Lackawanna College 
Kiesendahl School 

of Hospitality

 Lamar Advertising
Mount Airy 

Casino & Resort

Nada & Co.

Nana B.

Nibble’s & Bits 

Paulette’s Pretty Purses

Cindy Pearl

The Philadelphia Flyers

Rebecca Minkoff

Loreim Rodart

Ruth’s Chris

Sanderson State 
Street Salon

Sandlot Baseball 
Academy 

Sapphire Salon and Spa

Scranton JCC

Scranton Wilkes-Barre 
Railriders 

Lou Shapiro 

Sickler’s Bike & 
Sport Shop

Travel Maxima
Vitamix





Products We Offer:

Phone: 570-344-7141  •  Fax: 570-347-5390
Toll-Free: 800-982-4348  •  Email: sales@nivertmetal.com

www.nivertmetal.com

Your Premier Northeast Pennsylvania
Metals Service Center

Providing Family-Owned Quality and Service for Over 75 Years

ISO 9001 Certified

Carbon • Stainless • Aluminum • Brass • Copper • Specialty Items
Sheet • Plate • Bars • Angles • Structurals • Pipe & Tube • Rebar

Saw Cutting • Oxy & Plasma Cutting • Shearing



Toyota of Scranton 
is a proud sponsor of 

 
Jewish Family Service 

of Northeastern Pennsylvania 

 

 and applauds their  

commitment 

to the community 



SERVING OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS
WITH A FULL LINE OF GREAT TASTING,

QUALITY FRUIT & VEGETABLES.

CLARKS SUMMIT, PA • DONNA, TX • NOGALES, AZ
VISALIA, CA • NEW YORK, NY • WEST PALM BEACH, FL

Jamy Rosenstein • Jeff Rosenstein • James Cader • Mark Korman • Chris Pantoja 
Paul Ryan • Francisco Hernandez • Mike Rivera • Michael Felix • Sylvia Marsh

Phone: 570.558.2409 • Toll free: 800.479.7195 • Fax: 570.558.2431
www.atlanticfreshtrading.com • E-Mail: Atlanticfresh1@aol.com





Boscov’s
is a proud supporter of 

JEWISH 
FAMILY 

SERVICE
of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and applauds their 

commitment 
to the community. 





The Jewish Federation 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania

Extends best wishes to

Jewish Family Service 

Mark Silverberg
Executive Director

Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania

601 Jefferson Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510
Telephone:  570-961-2300 ~  Fax:  570-346-6147

www.jfednepa.org





T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S C R A N T O N

A  C A T H O L I C  A N D  J E S U I T  U N I V E R S I T Y

W I D E  O P E N
T H E  D O O R  T O  Y O U R  F U T U R E  I S

For more information call 1.888.SCRANTON  
or visit scranton.edu

Proud to Support Jewish  
Family Service of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania 

and Honors Barbara and 
Louis Nivert

MAZAL TOV
to

LOU & BARBARA
and to JFS 

5779 - What a Year!

- Dorna & Steve

The JCC staff & Board of Directors
sends warm wishes & congratulations to

Barbara & Louis Nivert

In honor of Louis and Barbara Nivert

Dedicated to ensuring 
Jewish continuity and growth 

in NEPA

Rabbi Benny & 
Chany Rapoport



I am so proud of all the work you do 
for the community!

Love, Mom



Congratulations, 
Barbara and Louis Nivert

on this well-deserved honor!
 

L'Chaim!
 

In gratitude, we thank you for
your unlimited generosity &
support to our community!

 
scrantonkidsdds.com



We want to extend our
sincerest congratulations to

the 2019 Jewish Family
Service of Northeastern

Pennsylvania Community
Matters Event honorees

 
Barbara and Louis Nivert

 
Congratulations!

  
From the Attorneys of

Rinaldi & Poveromo, P.C.
520 Spruce Street

Scranton, PA 18503
Telephone: 570.346.7441



You Guys 
are the Real Thing!

Eileen & David Feibus

Doug and 
Margaret 
Sheldon

✴ ✴ ✴ ✴ ✴ ✴

C ongratulations 
Louis and Barbara Nivert  
for your well-deserved honor

from Jewish Family Service of NEPA

Thank you for all that you do on 
behalf of the Jewish community.

From your neighbors and 
supporters at Temple Hesed

Fairview Monument Company
Serving the Jewish Community 

for over 40 Years

Mark Berger • 570-344-2901
fairviewmonument.com

Congratulations 
Lou & Barb 

✴
Tim & JoAnn Speicher

 

Congratulations 

Barb & Lou!



When it comes to getting back to the 
life you love, choose Allied Services as 
your partner in a successful recovery.

OUR PRIORITY. GETTING YOU 
BACK TO THE LIFE YOU LOVE.

Visit alliedservices.org

Congratulations 
Barb and Lou

Congratulations to the Honorees!



GINADER, JONES & CO., LLP
Certified Public Accountants 

& Consultants 

1 Highlands Boulevard, Suite 201 
Archbald, PA 18403 

(570) 347-3377

Mike Lawrence, CPA 
Eric Davis, CPA 

A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 

FOR OUR CURRENT AND FUTURE CLIENTS

Congratulations to 
Louis and Barbara Nivert!!

Mazel Tov!
We’re proud of all your 

accomplishments! 

AW, Marcy, Elena, 
Lita & Pebbles the dog!

Friends of JFS
Paul Leiman
Marvin Brotter
Abigail Weinberg
Ronald Leas
Melvyn Wolk
Mjarilyn and 
Bernie Rappaport

Kerr Orthodontics
Marie S. Lena, M.D.
Esther Adelman
Olivia Joorman
Blanche D. Grube
Victor and Julia Goretsky
Renee Schectman



In Honor of 

Barb and Lou Nivert
From the Stanley J. Dudrick, MD, FACS
and Alan G. Goldstein Endowed Fund
of Geisinger Commonwealth 
School of Medicine

Congratulations 
Barb and Lou

 
the Central 67 
dinner group!

•

Thank you
for everything
you have done

& continue to do
for our community

Barb & Lou

From your
good friends at

CONGRATULATIONS 

from
James Ellenbogen

Honoring 

Barbara & Louis Nivert

from Temple Israel 
Daily Minyan



Congrats Lou & Barb
your friends at

Congratulations 
Barb & Lou 

on this Well Deserved honor!

Gail and David Dickstein

Matt Cartwright
CONGRESSMAN

Info@CartwrightCongress.com   |   570-871-4330
WWW.CARTWRIGHTCONGRESS.COM

Paid for and authorized by Cartwright for Congress.

CONGRATULATIONS Barbara and Lou Nivert 
for all you do for your community!

A BIG THANK YOU to  Jewish Family Service for 
the hard work you do and for celebrating your 4th 

Annual Community Matters!

John Blake
SENATOR

 info@JohnBlakeSenate.com   |   570-871-4102
WWW.JOHNBLAKESENATE.COM

Paid for by Friends of Senator John Blake.

Keystone College salutes
Barbara and Louis ’70 Nivert

for their unwavering dedication, 
commitment, and 
legacy of giving 

to our
Northeastern Pennsylvania 

community. 



Congratulations and 
Best Wishes to 

Barbara and Lou
* * * * *

Steven and Marylou Eisner

Congratulations 
to Barb and Lou

for a well deserved 
award!

- Sheryl and Seth Gross

Congratulations 

Lou and Barb 
On this well deserved honor.

Gayle and Eric Baar

Congratulations from Kenneth & Rose Levine

470 Norristown Road, Suite 301
Blue Bell, PA 19422
610-834-1754
chuck.bagley@mutualofamerica.com
anthony.scalfaro@mutualofamerica.com

Today, we thank 

you for doing so 

much that 

matters.

©2019 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
 PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

©2019 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
 PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106



Congratulations!!!

 
Laurel & Alan 

Glassman

Congratulations on a 
well-deserved award

Gayle and Michael 
Greenstein

Thank you for your 
community service.

Congratulations!

Deirdre-Holly Spelman

Congratulations Barbara & Lou!

Congratulations Barb and Lou Nivert!
www.nepaoralsurgery.com

Christopher Kotchick, DMD  -  Mark A. Giallorenzi, DMD  -  Justin L. Burns, DMD



Alan’s Menswear
Amos Lodge

Richard and Faye Bishop
Brucelli Advertising
Carol and Jim Cader

Thomas Capezio
Cherokee Truck Brokers, LLC

Harris and Janice Cutler
David Elliot Poultry Farm
Joyce and Donald Douglass

Syvia Eisenberg
Jessica A. Faulk, DMD and 
John N. Gershey Jr., DMD

Representative Marty Flynn
Natalie Gelb & Mike Washo

Gibbons Ford
Gress Family Enterprises

Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Holland
Howard Gardner Charter School

Melanie Jascoviez
Rabbi Dovid Saks at Jewish Heritage Connection

Kincel & Company Insurance
Bev Klein

Carol and Jeff Leventhal
Saul and Sharon Levy

Iris Liebman and Mike Mardo
Richard Lovenwirth
Beverly Pearl Meil

Patron Listings



Larry & Charlotte Milliken
Anders P. Nelson, M.D., P.C.

Executive Director and Board of NEPA Youth Shelter
Shirley Nudelman

Darleen A. Oleski, DMD
Old Joe’s Service Center

Leslie L. Pearl
Peoples Security Bank

Joyce A. Perin, DDS, MS
Reva and Earl Quint

Mary B Rhodes
Robert Rossi & Co.
Robert Rosenberg

Filmore Rosenstein
Rowe Door

Sanderson State Street Salon
Scarlet Oaks Landscape

Elaine Shepard 
Mark and Bray Stahller

JD Thran
Tony Domiano Auto Dealerships Inc

Joseph J. Vidal & Sons
Paula Wasser

Neil and Arlene Weinberg 
Eric and Angela Weinberg
Arlene and Phil Wizwer

Midori Yamanouchi, Ph.D.

Patron Listings



Your full-service 
printer with a 

commitment to 
customer service

Our impressions will 
sharpen your image.

Scan with your 
smart phone to 

visit our website!

570.654.4040 
242 West Eighth Street  

West Wyoming, PA 18644 

www.IndependentGraphics.com

• Full-Service Printing

• Fast Turnarounds

• Wide Format Posters

• Digital Color

• Direct Mail

• Variable Data

• Fulfillment

• Bindery



(570) 344-1186     www.jfsnepa.org 

Your Friends, Your Family

The Faces of

Your Neighbors, Your Community



#COMMUNITYMATTERS

www.jfsnepa.org

615 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 204
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510

(570) 344-1186

OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Jewish Family Service


